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6–8 | ENGLISH AND LANGAUGE ARTS AND SOCIAL STUDIES 

Standing in the River: The Snoqualmie 
Fish Wars  

Learning outcomes By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

• Describe the causes and significance of the Fish Wars, including how they 
impacted American Indian treaty fishing rights in Washington. 

• Identify and analyze the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe’s perspectives of the Fish 
Wars. 

• Define the role of civil disobedience, media, and legal action in advancing 
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe treaty rights. 

• Interpret and present primary source evidence (e.g., treaty excerpts, 
protest signs, video testimony) to support claims about justice and 
American Indian treaty enforcement. 

• Reflect on how past struggles like the Fish Wars connect to present-day 
issues affecting the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe. 

Essential questions If American Indian treaties promised that the Snoqualmie could always fish on 
their lands, why did the Snoqualmie have to get arrested to prove it? 

Why does the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, if they have always had their own laws, 
leaders, and lands, have to keep proving that they are a sovereign nation? 

Why did fishing mean risking everything to Snoqualmie Tribal members? 

Logistics • Where does the activity take place? Classroom 

• How are the students organized? 
☒ Whole class      ☒ Teams: 4–5     ☒ Pairs     ☒ Individually 

Time required Two hours (Note: Activity times may vary depending on grade level.) 

Activity 1: “Line in the Water” Treaty Simulation 

Duration: 40 minutes 

Activity 2: The Fish Wars Timeline Build 
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Duration: 75 minutes 

Activity 3: Snoqualmie Fish Wars Remembrance 

Duration: 45 minutes 

Activity 4: Why We Fight 

Duration: 40 minutes 

Since Time Immemorial: 
Tribal Sovereignty in 
Washington State 
outcomes  

• Understand that according to the U.S. Constitution, treaties are "the 
supreme law of the land" and consequently that treaty rights supersede 
most state laws. 

• Understand that Tribal sovereignty has cultural, political, and economic 
bases. 

• Understand that there were and are frequent and continued threats to 
Tribal sovereignty that are mostly addressed through the courts. 

Civics • C1.6-8.4: Explain the relationship between government and the people. 
Students examine how state and federal governments enforced or ignored 
treaties with Native nations. 

• C2.6-8.3: Explain ways people can participate in government. 
Students explore protest, legal action, and coalition building (e.g., fish-ins, 
court cases, community advocacy). 

• C4.6-8.1: Analyze how a position on an issue is influenced by values and 
multiple perspectives. 

History • H3.6-8.3 Explain, analyze, and develop an argument about how 
Washington state has been impacted by:  

Individuals and movements. 

Cultures and cultural groups. 

Technology and ideas. 

• H2.6-8.6 Explain and analyze how cultures and cultural and ethnic groups 
have contributed to United States history (1763-1877). 

• H2.6-8.2 Explain and analyze how individuals and movements have shaped 
Washington state history since statehood. 

• H1.6-8.4 Analyze a major historical event and how it is represented on 
timelines from different cultural perspectives, including those of 
indigenous people. 
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Materials • Treaty excerpt (1855 Treaty of Point Elliott): 
https://www.washingtonhistory.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/pointElliottTreaty.pdf 

• Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, 2023 “Valley of the Snoqualmie Map” 
https://snoqualmietribe.us/wp-
content/uploads/2023/12/SnoqualmieTribe-Poster-DigitalPrint-1.pdf  

• “Map of the Salish Sea & Surrounding Basin” Stefan Freelan, WWU, 2009: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6567a04b3e3b47162d73f85e/t/65
6d1cb8d7ac1c25a67b9e18/1701649612075/Freelan_SalishSea_2023_2-
sided.pdf 

• Washington Indian Gaming Association “The Tribes of Washington” Map 
https://www.washingtontribes.org/the-tribes-of-washington/ 

• Washington State Fisheries “Puget Sound Commercial Salmon Fishing: 
Areas and Preserves” map with access zones and limitations: 
https://www.washingtonruralheritage.org/digital/collection/lummi/id/373
/ 

• Name tags or table tents for each treaty simulation role 
• Notetaking sheet for observers 

• Printables: 

o “Line in the Water" Treaty Simulation-Character Role Cards 
Handout 

o Fish Wars Narrative Handout 

o Fish Wars Timeline Build Handout 

o Snoqualmie Fish Wars Remembrance Reflective Questions 
Handout 

Vocabulary • Snoqualmie: A federally recognized Coast Salish Tribe whose ancestral 
lands include the Snoqualmie Valley and surrounding areas. 

• Elder: A respected Tribal member of a Tribe, often of advanced age who is 
a knowledge keeper and shares their traditional knowledge with the 
community. 

• Oral tradition: Cultural knowledge passed down verbally from one 
generation to the next. 

• Stewardship: Responsible management and care for the environment. 

• Tradition: A long-established custom or belief passed down generationally. 

• Ceremony: A formal event or practice with cultural or spiritual significance. 

• Ancestral lands: Lands traditionally inhabited and cared for by Indigenous 
peoples. 

https://www.washingtonhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/pointElliottTreaty.pdf
https://www.washingtonhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/pointElliottTreaty.pdf
https://snoqualmietribe.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SnoqualmieTribe-Poster-DigitalPrint-1.pdf
https://snoqualmietribe.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SnoqualmieTribe-Poster-DigitalPrint-1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6567a04b3e3b47162d73f85e/t/656d1cb8d7ac1c25a67b9e18/1701649612075/Freelan_SalishSea_2023_2-sided.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6567a04b3e3b47162d73f85e/t/656d1cb8d7ac1c25a67b9e18/1701649612075/Freelan_SalishSea_2023_2-sided.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6567a04b3e3b47162d73f85e/t/656d1cb8d7ac1c25a67b9e18/1701649612075/Freelan_SalishSea_2023_2-sided.pdf
https://www.washingtontribes.org/the-tribes-of-washington/
https://www.washingtonruralheritage.org/digital/collection/lummi/id/373/
https://www.washingtonruralheritage.org/digital/collection/lummi/id/373/
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• Treaty rights: Legal rights established through treaties between Tribes and 
the U.S. government. 

• Community healing: The process of restoring collective well-being and 
balance through cultural, spiritual, and communal practices. 

• Resilience: The capacity to recover from challenges or adapt through 
strength and flexibility. 

• Cultural revitalization: The process of renewing and preserving cultural 
practices and language. 

Adaptation for  
distance learning 

The lesson is primarily structured around pair-share and group discussion and 
a hands-on group activity, but much of it can be adapted for distance or 
independent learning. A suggested sequence follows. Be sure all students have 
either print or electronic access to the materials described.  

Activity 1: “Line in the Water” Treaty Simulation (Virtual Adaptation) 

Tool suggestions: Zoom, Google Docs, Padlet 

• Assign roles virtually: Use breakout rooms or a shared document to assign 
roles (e.g., Snoqualmie fisher, state official, etc.). 

• Opening statements: Each student writes their role's perspective on a 
shared document or Padlet. 

• Town hall simulation: Host a live Zoom town hall. Students speak in 
character while others take notes as observers. 

• Digital map:  Share the “Valley of the Snoqualmie Map” and the ”Map of 
the Salish Sea & Surrounding Basin” via screen share or an interactive 
tool. Have students imagine the historical reach of traditional Snoqualmie 
fishing areas during the simulation. 

• Debrief: Use a discussion board or Zoom chat to reflect using the guiding 
questions. 

Activity 2: The Fish Wars Timeline Build 

Tool suggestions: Google Slides, Flipgrid, Kahoot, Canva 

Tasks: 

• Legal Limbo: Watch a five-minute video clip “The Fish Wars: Four Simple 
Truths” on ignored treaty rights then answer a reflection question. 
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars/media/PNW_B-
01.mp4  

o Flipgrid response: “How would you feel if you were arrested for 
fishing?” 

• Civil Disobedience: Share an example of peaceful protest from your 
community on a Padlet. 

https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars/media/PNW_B-01.mp4
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars/media/PNW_B-01.mp4
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• Comparing Cultures: Read the history and mission page of Washington 
Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW): 
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/administration/history-mission 

o Flipgrid Response: How does this compare to the intrinsic 
relationship of fish to the Snoqualmie People? Are there conflicts 
between the Agency’s goals and actions and the Snoqualmie 
People’s way of life? 

• Snoqualmie Tribal Elders Experiences: Review Snoqualmie Tribal Elder 
quotes from the PowerPoint: Slides_Standing in the River-The Snoqualmie 
Fish Wars.pptx 

o Students read quotes from slides 14-16 and write 2-3 sentences 
on what Chief Jerry Kanim was presenting. 

o Students read quote from slide 17 and write 2 sentences 
reflecting on Chairman William Martin’s words. 

o Students examine quotes from state on slide 18 and explore 
questions: How does the claim that fish are not plentiful balance 
with the obligations the US government has secured with tribes 
through treaties? Are the Indians the one’s responsible for the 
decline in fish and game?  Why are they the ones to pay the price 
for the impacts seen? 

• Courtroom Decision: Watch a three-minute video clip “The Boldt Decision 
Explained” then answer three comprehension questions: 
https://youtu.be/Flgw9p7XRbU?si=fD3tarmEJIcuBz4X  

• Debrief: Use Google Forms to collect student reflections. 

Activity 3: Snoqualmie Fish Wars Remembrance 

• Students watch slide 8 and listen to Audio Part 1 . 

• Students listen to Audio parts 2-7 on slide 9 in groups. 

• Students listen to Audio parts 8-13 on slide 10 in groups. 

• Students respond to three reflection questions in a discussion board. 

• Teacher posts a short video summarizing themes and honoring Tribal Elder 
voices. 

Activity 4: Why We Fight 

• Students view both “The Tribes of Washington” map and the “Puget Sound 
Commercial Salmon Fishing: Areas and Preserves” map independently. 

• Final reflection prompt: “Why did the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe fight so 
fiercely to defend fishing rights?” 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/administration/history-mission
https://youtu.be/Flgw9p7XRbU?si=fD3tarmEJIcuBz4X
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overview 
This middle school social studies lesson invites students to explore the causes, events, and lasting 
impact of the Fish Wars through the lens of the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe. Centered on the struggle to 

protect treaty-reserved fishing rights, the lesson examines the roles of civil disobedience, legal action, 
and media in advancing Tribal sovereignty. Through interactive activities, including a treaty simulation, 

obstacle course, and treaty puzzle challenge, students analyze primary sources, engage with diverse 
perspectives, and reflect on justice, activism, and Indigenous resilience. The lesson emphasizes the 

Snoqualmie people’s cultural connection to salmon and the land, their perseverance in the face of 
broken promises, and their leadership in the ongoing fight for sovereignty and environmental 

stewardship. 

background for teachers 
When preparing to teach about the Fish Wars, it is important to understand that for the Snoqualmie 
Indian Tribe, these events are only one part of a much longer story. The Fish Wars are often taught as 

part of the civil rights activism of the 1960s–1970s, but the Snoqualmie perspective shows a different 
reality. The Tribe’s efforts to defend fishing, hunting, and gathering rights have been continuous since 

time immemorial. Today, those same rights are protected for the Snoqualmie by the 1855 Treaty of 
Point Elliott. The Fish Wars represent only a later chapter in the Tribe’s ongoing work to uphold 

sovereignty, maintain sacred lifeways, and challenge state interference in treaty rights.  

  

Extension activity Protect What You Love – Advocacy Campaign 

In this extension activity, students apply what they learned from the 
Snoqualmie Fish Wars by creating a community advocacy campaign to protect 
a natural or cultural resource. Drawing inspiration from the Snoqualmie Indian 
Tribe’s fight to uphold treaty rights and protect salmon, students research a 
local issue, explore how it intersects with Indigenous sovereignty, and design a 
campaign that raises awareness and proposes solutions. Each campaign 
includes creative materials such as posters, videos, or social media content and 
incorporates Indigenous perspectives, especially from the Snoqualmie Tribal 
elder interviews. Students present their campaigns to peers or community 
members, deepening their understanding of civic engagement, environmental 
justice, and the lasting importance of the Snoqualmie Fish Wars. 
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Treaty Foundations 

In 1855, Snoqualmie leaders signed the Treaty of Point Elliott, which legally guaranteed their right to 
fish, hunt, and gather at their “usual and accustomed places.” This treaty was ratified by Congress, is 

federal law, and cannot be overridden by state authority. Although these rights were clearly protected, 
the U.S. government did not provide the Snoqualmie people with a reservation, despite treaty 

promises and despite the Tribe’s continuous presence in the region. The Snoqualmie proudly remained 
and resided close to their roots and the land they have always known. The broken promises of the U.S. 
government created long-term barriers, but it did not diminish Snoqualmie sovereignty or their rights 

under the treaty. 

Continued Advocacy Before the Fish Wars 

The struggle to protect treaty rights did not begin in the 1970s. A powerful example occurred in 1950, 
when Snoqualmie leaders, including Chief Jerry Kanim, met directly with the Washington State Game 
and Fisheries Departments. During this meeting, Chief Kanim and others emphasized that their fishing 

and hunting rights came from the treaty, the highest law of the land, and that state regulations could 
not override federal agreements. They explained that Snoqualmie people had harvested salmon, 

game, roots, and berries since time immemorial, and that these foods were central to their identity, 
survival, and cultural responsibilities. Tribal leaders also challenged the state’s “conservation” 

arguments, pointing out that declining fish populations were caused by dams, overharvesting by non-
Indigenous fishers, and environmental damage, not by tribal fishing. The meeting showed that 

Snoqualmie leaders were already deeply engaged in government-to-government negotiations and 
were actively resisting state attempts to limit their treaty rights decades before the Fish Wars era.  

1960s–1970s: A Time of Pressure and Resistance 

When the 1960s and 70s arrived, conflicts over treaty rights intensified across Washington, especially 
as federal Indian policy shifted toward termination and states increased restrictions on Native fishing. 

Throughout this era, the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe continued to assert its identity and rights as a 
sovereign government. They maintained their own internal Fishing Committee, which coordinated 

directly with the state, wrote rules and regulations for Snoqualmie Tribal citizens, and ensured 
accountability to Tribal Council. Snoqualmie fishers continued to follow traditional practices, secured 

surplus hatchery fish for Tribal Elders, and participated in test fisheries only to face citations or gear 
confiscation all while following the directions given to them. The Tribe consistently asserted that they 

wanted to fish as Snoqualmie, not under another Tribe’s authority, reinforcing their sovereignty. These 
experiences make clear that the Fish Wars were part of a much longer pattern of state interference 
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and tribal resistance, ultimately contributing to the Boldt Decision of 1974, which affirmed Tribes’ legal 
right to half the harvestable fish and recognized their governmental authority to manage fisheries. 

Present Day: Continuance of Sovereignty 

Today, the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe continues to exercise sovereignty through cultural stewardship, 
land protection, treaty rights advocacy, and government-to-government relationships. Fishing, 

gathering, and river stewardship remain central to Snoqualmie identity, and the Tribe continues to 
educate youth and community members about these responsibilities. Understanding the Fish Wars 

through the expanded lens of the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, since 1855 and through the 1970s helps 
teachers show students that treaty rights activism is not centered on a single historic period. Instead, 

it reflects generations of leadership, cultural continuance, and the ongoing work of the Snoqualmie 
Indian Tribe to protect their rights and their ancestral homelands. 

This lesson invites students to explore the enduring significance of the Fish Wars and the Snoqualmie 
Indian Tribe’s fight for justice. By examining primary sources, engaging in role play and reflection, 

and learning from lived experiences, students will better understand the concepts of treaty rights, 
sovereignty, and the power of activism rooted in cultural identity and community strength. 

To prepare for this lesson teachers should 
• Review all materials for the lesson  

• Prepare classroom audiovisual technology to display the slides, Google Earth page, YouTube videos, 
and other audiovisual materials to review together with students in class   

• Gather the supplies listed in the “Materials” section 

• Write the lesson objectives and key vocabulary on a classroom writing surface 

resources 
• Snoqualmie Indian Tribe (2023) “About the cək’ʷdup ʔə tiił sdukʷalbixʷ (Valley of the Snoqualmie) 

Map” https://snoqualmietribe.us/valley-of-the-snoqualmie-map/ 

• Native Knowledge 360° Curriculum. Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian. (n.d.). 
“The Fish Wars: What Kinds of Actions Can Lead to Justice?” 
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars 

https://snoqualmietribe.us/valley-of-the-snoqualmie-map/
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars
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• Native Knowledge 360° Curriculum. Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian. (n.d.). 
“Backlash to Boldt” https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars/backlash 

• Native Land Digital. (n.d.). https://native-land.ca 

references 
Chrisman, Gabriel. Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project. Civil Rights and Labor History Consortium, 

University of Washington. (n.d.). “The Fish-in Protests at Franks Landing.” 

https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/fish-ins.htm 

Northwest Treaty Tribes. YouTube. “The Boldt Decision Explained” (Aug. 31, 2023). 
https://youtu.be/Flgw9p7XRbU?si=nfwMLidRe7pUjr47 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe Official Website. Snoqualmie Indian Tribe. (n.d.). 
https://www.snoqualmietribe.us 

Treaty of Point Elliott, 1855. Washington Historical Society. (2020). Treaty of Point Elliott. 

https://www.washingtonhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/pointElliottTreaty.pdf 

The Boldt Decision (U.S. v. Washington, 1974). United States v. Washington, 384 F. Supp. 312 (W.D. 
Wash. 1974). University of Washington School of Law. “Indian & Tribal Law: United States v. 
Washington (Boldt Decision).” https://lib.law.uw.edu/indian-tribal/boldt 

considerations for teachers 

Assessment 
Students will engage extensively in partner and group work and discussions, which the teacher will 

actively monitor to ensure correct understanding and to address any misconceptions or biases. The 
assessment of students’ learning will be both formative and summative: 

• Formative assessment: After participating in the lesson activities, students write journal entries to 

reflect on the concepts they learned about the Snoqualmie Fish Wars.  

• Summative assessment: Students synthesize their understanding of the Fish Wars, treaty rights, and 

Snoqualmie sovereignty by creating an exhibit of a meaningful and symbolic representation from 
construction paper. 

https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars/backlash
https://native-land.ca/
https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/fish-ins.htm
https://youtu.be/Flgw9p7XRbU?si=nfwMLidRe7pUjr47
https://www.snoqualmietribe.us/
https://www.washingtonhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/pointElliottTreaty.pdf
https://lib.law.uw.edu/indian-tribal/boldt
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Practices 
• Classroom discussions – Large group, whole class discussion allows students to share their thoughts 

with each other. For the instructor, this practice is a good way to take the pulse of the group and see 
what general themes are emerging. For students, large group discussion can be a way to express 

themselves or to hear differing perspectives from others. 

• Small group/pair discussions – Engaging in small group discussions, typically consisting of two to 

five participants, enables students to exchange and analyze ideas in a smaller setting. This approach 
is particularly beneficial for students who may be uncomfortable sharing their thoughts with the 

entire class. Teachers should oversee these group discussions to assess how well students 
understand the material and contribute to the collective dialogue. 

• Hands-on activities – Hands-on activities, also known as experiential learning or learning by doing, 
are teaching methods that allow students to learn through direct experience and practice. Hands-on 

activities can help students develop a deeper connection with the subject matter and can be used in 
a variety of subjects. 

Learning targets 
• I can explain how treaty rights, like the right to fish, were promised to the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe 

and how those rights were challenged.  

• I can interpret the perspectives of the Snoqualmie people and describe how they used protest, 

storytelling, and legal action to protect their sovereignty. 

• I can use primary sources, such as treaty excerpts and Tribal Elder interviews, to support a claim 

about justice and Native rights. 

appendix 
• Slides_Standing in the River-The Snoqualmie Fish Wars.pptx 

• Lesson-Plan_Standing in the River-The Snoqualmie Fish Wars.pdf 

• Handout_Fish Wars Narrative.pdf 

• Handout_Fish Wars Timeline Build.pdf 

• Handout_Line in the Water-Treaty Simulation Character Role Cards.pdf 

• Handout_Snoqualmie Fish Wars Remembrance Reflective Questions.pdf  
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activity 1.  

“Line in the Water” Treaty Simulation | 45 minutes 

Objective: To help students experience the complexity of treaty rights and fishing access from multiple 

perspectives, fostering empathy, historical understanding, and critical thinking about sovereignty and 
justice. 

Preparation (Before Class) 

• Print and cut out the handout “Line in the Water” Treaty Simulation Character Role Cards.  

• Arrange the classroom into a “town hall” format with chairs in a circle or semi-circle. 

• Prepare a poster that displays norms of respectful dialogue. 

Step 1. Display slide 3 (“̌1855 Treaty of Point Elliott”). Briefly introduce the 1855 Treaty of Point Elliott, 

highlighting its guarantees to the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe and other Tribes. Explain that the articles on 
the slide are relevant to this activity. 

Say: Long before Washington was a state, the Snoqualmie people lived along the rivers, 
lakes, and streams of this land. They depended on salmon and other fish to feed their 

families, hold ceremonies, and pass down traditions. Fishing was not a sport, it was a 
responsibility and a way of life. In 1855, the United States government asked the Snoqualmie 

people and other Tribes to sign a treaty called the Treaty of Point Elliott. A treaty is a legal 
agreement between two nations. The Snoqualmie leaders agreed to share most of their land. 

In return, the United States promised that the Snoqualmie people would always have the 
right to fish at their usual and accustomed fishing places. Years later, as more settlers moved 

into the area, Washington state made new fishing laws. These laws limited when, where, 
and how people could fish. Even though the Snoqualmie people had treaty rights, state 
officials often treated them as if the treaty did not matter. Tribal fishers were stopped, fined, 

or arrested for fishing in the same places their families had used for generations. Today, 
we’re stepping into a real-world conflict that has affected the Snoqualmie people for 

decades. You’ll take on different roles to better understand how treaty promises and fishing 
rights have been debated and sometimes violated. This activity will help us think deeply 

about fairness, sovereignty, and responsibility. 
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Step 2. Display slide 4 (“Treaty Simulation Townhall Roles”). Randomly assign or allow students to 
choose character roles. Ensure each role is filled: Snoqualmie Fisher, Tribal Elder, Washington state 

official, non-Tribal angler, federal judge. Use the Snoqualmie Valley Map and Salish Sea Map (slides 6 
and 7) during the discussion to visually represent different positions. 

Tips: Pair reluctant students with others or assign them as observers/notetakers.  

Say: Each of you has a role card with a brief background. Take 5 minutes to review your role 
and think about what your character believes about fishing access. 

Step 3. Ask students to write a short opening statement (two or three sentences) in their role’s voice. 

Say: What does your character want? Why do they care about fishing rights? What do they 
think is fair? 

Step 4. Establish norms for respectful dialogue. Emphasize that this simulation will be a respectful 

learning experience, not a performance or debate to win. Post and read aloud norms such as: 

• Listen to understand, not just to reply. 

• Speak from your character, not from your personal opinion. 

• One person speaks at a time. 

Say: Let’s agree to a respectful discussion. These characters may disagree strongly, but we’ll 
treat each voice with respect and not in an argumentative way. 

Step 5. Begin the town hall by inviting each student to deliver their opening statement for their 

character. Moderate the discussion with guiding questions such as: 

• How would limiting fishing access impact you or your community? 

• What does the treaty mean to you? 

• Is there a solution that respects all voices? 

Teacher reminders: 

• Intervene gently if a conversation strays off topic or becomes disrespectful. 

• Ask probing questions that draw out historical, legal, and emotional reasoning. 
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Step 6. Bring the class back for a whole group discussion. Consider using the following debriefing 
questions: 

• How did your character shape the way you saw the bodies of water and the conflict? 

• Was the treaty honored in the town hall discussion? 

• How does this simulation help us understand sovereignty and justice today? 

• If you were a policymaker, what would you do next? 
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activity 2.  

The Fish Wars Timeline Build | 75 minutes 

Objective: To create a visual timeline of the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe’s fight against claims against their 

fishing rights. 

Materials 
• Printed copies of The Fish Wars Narrative Handout 

• Printed copies of The Fish Wars Timeline Build Handout 

Step 1. Display slide 7 “Fish Wars Timeline Build.” Divide class into small groups (three to five students 
per group). 

Step 2. Distribute copies of The Fish Wars Narrative.  

Say: The story we are about to read covers a timeline of events that occurred in the 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe’s Fish Wars. Listen carefully about the challenges the Snoqualmie 
Tribe and other Native nations faced during this time period as you will try to reconstruct the 

timeline.  

Step 3. Give sufficient time for groups to read the narrative aloud to each other. 

Step 4. Collect all copies of The Fish Wars Narrative and distribute copies of the Fish Wars Timeline 
Build. 

Step 5. Give students 10 minutes to cut out and order the 11 events chronologically as best as they can 
through remembering The Fish Wars Narrative Handout. 

Step 6. When groups have finished ordering, choose 11 students to bring up one different event and 
tape it to the wall or white board in the order they believe they happened. Then, the students can 

return to their seats. 

Step 7. Review the correct order with them using the background “Say” statements below. There are 
also optional questions for groups to address and discuss as a class.  
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Event 1: The Snoqualmie people fish, hunt, and gather for thousands of years. 

Say: For thousands of years before Washington became a state, the Snoqualmie people lived 
throughout the Snoqualmie Valley area, from the Cascade Mountains to the Southern Salish Sea, 

their original homeland. Despite numerous attempts by the United States to unrecognize their 
home and sovereignty, they stayed. They reside there still and take great care of the land that 

they’ve always known.  

Discussion Question: 

Why do you think fishing, hunting, and gathering were about more than just food for the 
Snoqualmie people? 

Event 2: Snoqualmie Tribal leaders sign treaties that promise they will always be able to fish at their 
usual and accustomed places. 

Say: In 1855, Snoqualmie leaders signed the Point Elliott Treaty with the United States that 
allowed settlers to occupy much of the land. In return, the U.S. government promised the 

Snoqualmie people would always be able to fish, hunt, and gather in the places they traditionally 
used. These treaty promises were meant to protect Tribal lifeways forever. 

Discussion Question: 

Why were treaties so important during the Snoqualmie Fish Wars? 

Event 3: Washington becomes a state and passes fishing laws. 

Say: After Washington became a state, state officials began passing fishing and hunting laws that 

did not respect treaty rights. These laws treated Tribal fishing as illegal or restricted, even though 
treaties, under the U.S. Constitution, are considered the highest law of the land. 

Discussion Question: 

What problems might arise when new state laws ignore promises made in treaties that were made 
with the U.S. federal government? 

Event 4: Tribal leaders from many Tribes meet with Washington state Fish and Game officials in 
Seattle. 

Say: In 1950, Snoqualmie Tribal leaders and many other Tribes met with state officials in Seattle to 
address growing problems. Tribal leaders came together because their treaty rights were being 
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ignored, and many Tribal Members were being stopped, fined, or arrested for fishing and hunting 
in traditional places. 

Discussion Question: 

Why do you think leaders from so many different Tribes chose to come together to speak to the 
state? 

Event 5: Chief Jerry Kanim explains that Tribes never gave up their fishing rights when they sold land 
and that treaties are still the highest law. 

Say: Chief Jerry Kanim, a Snoqualmie leader, clearly stated that Tribal leaders never agreed to give 
up fishing or hunting rights. He reminded state officials that treaties were legal agreements 

between governments and were still valid. He asked an important question: How can a state law 
override a federal treaty? 

Discussion Question: 
What point was Chief Jerry Kanim making when he asked whether state laws could be stronger 

than treaty laws? 

Event 6: Tribal leaders share stories about arrests, unfair treatment, dams, and loss of access to 
traditional fishing areas. 

Say: During the meeting, Tribal Members shared real experiences of being arrested for fishing, 

losing access to rivers, and seeing dams block salmon runs. They pointed out that Tribes were 
being punished for taking food, while non-Native commercial fishing and environmental damage 

were major causes of declining fish populations. 

Discussion Question: 
How do these stories help us understand why Tribal leaders felt the system was unfair? 

Event 7: State officials say Tribes must follow state rules off reservation, even though Tribal leaders 
disagree. 

Say: State officials argued that Tribes had special rights only on reservations and must follow state 
rules elsewhere. Tribal leaders strongly disagreed, explaining that treaty rights applied to usual 

and accustomed places, many of which were outside reservations or in areas where Tribes were 
never given reservations at all. 
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Discussion Question: 
Why do you think the state believed its rules should apply to Tribes everywhere outside of 

reservations, and why were Tribes correct to disagree? 

Event 8: Tribal leaders vote to stand with Chief Jerry Kanim and are prepared to risk arrest to defend 
treaty rights. 

Say: At the end of the 1950 meeting, Tribal leaders made a powerful decision. They voted to stand 

together with Chief Kanim and continue fishing according to their treaty rights, even if it meant 
being arrested. This act of unity showed how important treaty rights were to Tribal survival and 

justice. 

Discussion Question: 
What does it tell us about the importance of treaty rights that people were willing to risk arrest to 

protect them? 

Event 9: Snoqualmie fishermen continue fishing and working with the state under unfair or confusing 
rules. 

Say: In the years that followed, Snoqualmie fishermen continued to fish while also trying to work 

with the state. They faced confusing rules, broken promises, and punishment even when they 
believed they were following agreements. The Snoqualmie Tribe created fishing committees to 
manage fishing responsibly and support their community. 

Discussion Question: 

Why do you think the Snoqualmie kept trying to work with the state, even when the rules felt 
unfair? 

Event 10: The Boldt Decision confirms that Tribal treaty fishing rights are legally protected. 

Say: In 1974, a federal court decision known as the Boldt Decision ruled that Tribes had the legal 
right to fish and to be equal partners in managing fisheries. This decision confirmed that treaty 

rights were real, enforceable, and had been wrongfully denied for decades. 

Discussion Question: 
Why was the Boldt Decision such an important moment for Tribes after so many years of conflict? 
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Event 11: The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe is re-recognized by the United States. 

Say: Although the Snoqualmie Tribe had signed treaties and never stopped being a community, the 

federal government refused to recognize them for many years. In 1999, the Snoqualmie Indian 
Tribe was officially re-recognized, affirming their sovereignty and government-to-government 
relationship with the United States. 

Discussion Question: 
How might it feel to live for generations as a nation, but is treated by the government as if it 
doesn’t exist? 

Step 8. Close the lesson and thank students for their contributions. 

Say: As we end this activity, remember that the Snoqualmie Fish Wars were not just about fish or 
fishing rules. They were about promises, justice, and who has the power to decide whose rights will 
be upheld. The Snoqualmie people and other Tribes were standing up for agreements made long 
before Washington became a state, agreements that are supposed to last forever. 

This story reminds us that history is not just something that happened in the past. The choices 
people make, the laws that are enforced, and whose voices are heard can shape real lives for 
generations. The Snoqualmie leaders showed courage by speaking up, working together, and 
refusing to let their history and rights be ignored. 

As you think about what you learned today, consider this: Justice often requires people to 
remember the past, question unfair systems, and stand up for what they know is right. The Fish 
Wars teach us that change does not happen quietly. It happens when people insist that promises 
be honored. 
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activity 3.  

Snoqualmie Fish Wars Remembrance | 30 minutes 

Objective. To help middle school students closely examine the language and meaning of Article V of the 
1855 Treaty of Point Elliott and critically reflect on how this historic treaty shapes ongoing legal and 
cultural rights for the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe. 

Materials 
• Three separate devices to play the assigned recordings in step 4. 

• Snoqualmie Fish Wars Remembrance Reflective Questions Handout 

Step 1. Show the photos on slide 8 of the Snoqualmie Fish Wars PowerPoint. 

Say: This is Lois Sweet Dorman. She is a Snoqualmie Tribal Elder and leader. She experienced the 

Fish Wars firsthand. The audio you are going to hear is Lois and her brother Bill Sweet. On the 
right, is Chief Andy de los Angeles, who like Bill and Lois, served on Tribal Council. As you listen to 

them, remember they are sharing lived experiences from an important time in Native history. 
They lived through a historic period where Tribes had to defend their treaty rights, their ways of 

life, and their responsibility to care for their people. As you listen, think about why these stories 
were not always shared openly, why they matter today, and how hearing them directly from a 

Tribal Elder helps us better understand history beyond what is written in textbooks. Listen with 
respect, curiosity, and an open mind. 

Step 2. Click on the audio link on the slide and listen to Fish Wars Audio Part 1. 

Step 3. Think, pair, share. Distribute the Reflective Questions handout. Ask students to share with a 
partner their responses to any or all of these questions: 

1. Why were the Fish Wars important for proving that the Snoqualmie people were still living in 

their “usual and accustomed grounds”? 

2. Why do many people think only of Puyallup or Frank’s Landing when discussing the Fish Wars? 

3. What changed in the 1970s that helped Native people finally begin telling their stories more 
openly? 

4. Why is it important for the younger generation to hear these stories today? 
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5. What does it mean to, “need a chance to be heard”? Can you think of an example when 
someone needed their voice to be recognized? 

6. The speaker says, “We’ve always been warriors.” What do you think being a “warrior” means in 
this context? 

7. Why do you think it’s important for many tribes to receive recognition for their role in historical 
movements? 

8. How do you think hearing the story directly from a Tribal Elder is different from reading it in a 
textbook? 

9. The speaker says, “trying to find a balance, of life, of fishing, or kokanee, it’s a precarious 
balance.”, what challenges do you think Snoqualmie faced while trying to keep that balance? 

What happened to the fish when that balance was interrupted by the introduction of new 
cultures and laws? 

Step 4. Separate the students into three groups based on three thematic topics: Fish Wars, Snoqualmie 

Lifeways, and Snoqualmie Responsibilities. Each group will be assigned sound clips that are located on 
slides 9 and 10. Have them develop their own questions to each other around their thematic topic. 

Encourage students to ask questions that get to the heart of each theme and expand on the 

conversation related to why the Snoqualmie Tribal Members fought for their lifeway and exercised their 
sovereignty by defending their inherent rights protected in the 1855 Treaty of Point Elliott. Use the 

prompting questions below to get the students to formulate their own questions. 

Group 1: Fish Wars. Assign parts #2, #3, and #8. 

• What kinds of physical challenges did Snoqualmie fishers face during the Fish Wars? 

• The speakers mention fish committees and meetings, and reports to Tribal Council, how do you 
think this organization and government structure supported the Snoqualmie fishers? How was this 

exercising sovereignty? 

• The speaker says, they couldn’t get back to the fishing and swimming spots today, what continued 

challenges does Snoqualmie face today in exercising their treaty rights? 

• From the first clip, the speaker says, “the Fish Wars was huge because it showed that we are in our 
usual and accustomed grounds that this is no break in our chain of what we are doing with our lives, 

which is providing for the people, providing for our elders, providing for our families”. How was the 
Fish Wars so important in this continuation of living those Snoqualmie ways of life? 
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• From the first clip, the speaker says, “We’ve always been warriors.” What do you think being a 
“warrior” means in this context? 

Group 2: Snoqualmie Lifeways. Assign parts #5, #6, #7, #9, and #12. 

• The speaker says, “we lived our native life,”, since fishing, and hunting and gathering were a lifeway 
for Snoqualmie that continued from time immemorial to today. What barriers are Snoqualmie facing 

after the impacts from the treaty signing and the Fish Wars? 
• How many different kinds of foods did Snoqualmie have access to? Why do you think it is so 

important for Snoqualmie to have access to all of these traditional foods? 
• The speaker says, “it’s about respect,” and “give thanks and pray”, what do you think the 

relationship is for Snoqualmie with the world and the plants and animals in their traditional 
homelands? 

• From the first clip, the speakers say, “the Fish Wars was huge because it showed that we are in our 
usual and accustomed grounds that this is no break in our chain of what we are doing with our lives, 

which is providing for the people, providing for our elders, providing for our families.” Why is it so 
important that Snoqualmie continued living and exercising their Snoqualmie ways of life? 

Group 3: Snoqualmie Responsibilities. Assign parts #4, #9, #10, #11, and #13. 

• The speaker says, “never take the sovereignty for granted, it’s a responsibility, and it’s a 
responsibility to the future generations.” What do you think she meant? 

• The speakers talk of connections all over the region extending to the Salish Sea, with extensive 
historical trade routes, and they describe the Snoqualmie Valley as a place of, “meeting of cultures.” 

When you hear these descriptions, what do you think the importance of Snoqualmie’s role was in 
the region and what responsibility do they carry? 

• The speaker talks about seasonal cycles, giving introductions and visits to specific areas in 

Snoqualmie traditional homelands, and teaching the future generations to do the same. What do 
you think the importance of these practices are and how is this a responsibility of the Snoqualmie 

people? 
• The speaker says, “trying to find a balance, of life, of fishing, or kokanee, it’s a precarious balance.” 

What challenges do you think Snoqualmie faced while trying to keep that balance? What happened 
to the fish when that balance was interrupted by the introduction of new cultures and laws? 

• Do you think that the responsibilities you heard about in these clips informed actions of Snoqualmie 
in the Fish Wars? How so?  
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activity 4.  

Why We Fight | 40 minutes 

Objective. Students will analyze maps on the Slides_Standing in the River-The Snoqualmie Fish Wars and 

the inequities created by Washington state government to solidify their understanding of why the 
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe fought so fiercely to defend the right to fish. 

Step 1. Show “The Tribes of Washington” map on slide 11 (“Map of modern placement tied to 
reservations where Snoqualmie and other Puget Sound Tribes are currently located”) to establish where 

Tribes are located in and around the Puget Sound, point out where the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe is 
located. 

Step 2. Show the “Puget Sound Commercial Salmon Fishing: Areas and Preserves” map on slide 12 
(“1950’s map showing where fishing was banned or prohibited”) with fishing area designations. Point 

out where “preserves” were created and where fishing was prohibited. 

Step 3. Ask students to discuss what they notice about the 1950’s map and how the Snoqualmie Indian 
Tribe and others who fished the Puget Sound may have felt about the map. 

Step 4. Display slide 13 (“Government-to-Government: Sovereignty in Action”) and prepare for the 
following slides by remembering the roles and characters from activity 1. 

Step 5. Show slides 14-17 with quotes from Snoqualmie Tribal Elders. Ask students to read the quotes 

aloud. Choose to read the full excerpts, or only the bolded sections. 

Step 6. Display slide 18 (“Government-to-Government: The State's Argument”) and use the questions 
and quotes to examine what the state’s argument is and what is being asked of the Tribes. 

Step 7. In small groups, ask them to answer the essential lesson question on slide 19, “Why did 
protecting salmon mean risking everything to Snoqualmie Tribal Members?” 

Say: In 1974, the Boldt Decision was a powerful moment for the Snoqualmie people. It reminded 

the country that their fishing rights never disappeared. They were always protected by the Point 
Elliott Treaty. The Boldt Decision made it clear that the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe retained the 

right to harvest up to half of the fish population, if they so desired. This decision showed that 
their fight and their voices mattered, treaties mattered, and that standing up for their rights 
helped protect a way of life for future generations. 
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