
 

 

 

Version 1 

GRADES 3–5 | SOCIAL STUDIES AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Stories of the Land 

Learning outcomes By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

• Understand the importance of place to the Snoqualmie people by 
participating in interactive stations where they explore the sacred 
places of the Snoqualmie people.  

• Make connections between oral tradition and the importance of place 
to the Snoqualmie people. 

• Demonstrate the ability to read and interpret maps by identifying key 
places and features of the Snoqualmie Valley. 

• Illustrate their understanding of the geographical and cultural 
significance of a specific Snoqualmie Indian Tribe place by creating a 
visual  
or digital project that teaches others. 

Essential question(s) How do special places help Indigenous peoples know who they are and feel 
connected to their history, traditions, and community? 

Logistics • Where does the activity take place? Classroom and outdoor space if 
available.  

• How are the students organized? 
☒ Whole class      ☒ Teams: 3–4     ☒ Pairs     ☒ Individually 

Time required 3 hours, 15 min (Note: Activity times may vary depending on grade level 
and optional activities) 

Activity 1. A Special Place 
Duration: 30 minutes 

Activity 2. Oral Tradition 

Duration: 15 minutes 

Activity 3. Exploring the Snoqualmie Valley 

Duration: 2 hours 

Activity 4. Reflection 
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Duration: 30 minutes 

Activity 5. Conceptualization 

Duration: 30 minutes 

Activity 6 (Optional). Application (Can be completed outside  

of classroom time) 

Duration: 90 minutes  

Since Time Immemorial: 
Tribal Sovereignty in 
Washington State outcomes 

• Elementary: Understand that over 500 independent Tribal Nations exist 
within the United States today and that they interact with the United 
States, as well as each other, on a government-to-government basis. 

• Elementary: Identify the names and locations of Tribes in their area. 

English Language Arts 
Standards 
 

• RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively 
(e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes 
to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

• W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 
information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize 
information and provide a list of sources. 

• SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics 
and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Social Studies Standards • G1.4.2 Investigate the physical, political, and cultural characteristics of 
places, regions, and people in the Pacific Northwest, including the 
difference between cities, states, and countries.  

Materials • Stories of the Land PowerPoint 

• Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet Grade 3 

• Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet Grades 4 and 5 

• Snoqualmie Stations Teacher Materials 

• Stories of the Land Application Rubric 

• Three laptops per station  

• Art supplies per station activity (see Snoqualmie Valley Stations  
Teacher Materials for list of art supplies needed per station)  

• (Optional) Archaeology Burke Box (see appendix for terms  
and conditions) 
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Vocabulary  • Time immemorial: Tribal memories and history are told via oral 
storytelling that goes back thousands of years, rather than the printed 
texts used in some cultures. This phrase helps others understand that 
Tribes are confident about their people’s connection to their creation 
narrative. This phrase verifies that Tribal histories are older than some 
oral histories can explain 

• Oral tradition: The passing down of cultural, historical, and ancestral 
knowledge, beliefs, and practices from one generation to the next 
through the spoken word. 

• Physical map: A map that shows the mountains, river, lakes, and valleys 
of an area. 

• Topographical map: A detailed record of a land area with geographic 
positions and elevations for both natural and man-made features. 

• Sacred: Objects, places, and ideas that are highly respected and treated 
as special by individuals and groups of people. Many sacred items and 
places are treasured for generations, necessary for connecting to 
culture, and in need of protection from damage. 

Adaptation for  
distance learning 

1. Digital Learning Stations 

Platform: Use Google Slides, Nearpod, or Padlet to create digital  
learning stations. 

Activity: Set up interactive slides or boards for each station with embedded 
videos, audio clips, images, and maps related to the Snoqualmie Indian 
Tribe’s sacred places. Include hyperlinks to resources and interactive 
elements like quizzes or drawing tools. 

2. Virtual Field Trips 

Platform: Google Earth or virtual reality apps. 

Activity: Guide students on a virtual tour of the Snoqualmie Valley and 
significant landmarks. Use Google Earth to explore locations such as 
Snoqualmie Falls and Mount Si. Follow the virtual tour with a discussion  
or reflective writing assignment. 

Extension activities Activity 1. Students can create a visual art project such as a painting, 
drawing, or diorama depicting one of the sacred places. They should 
include elements that highlight the site’s cultural and natural features. 

Activity 2. Engage students in a local environmental cleanup or 
conservation project. Connect the activity to the lesson by discussing 
how the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe cares for its sacred lands and the 
importance of stewardship. 
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overview 
In this lesson, students will explore the intricate connections among geography and oral tradition 
throughout Snoqualmie culture. They will engage with places sacred to the Snoqualmie people through 

interactive stations. Students will also learn about how oral traditions reflect places historically and 
culturally significant to the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe. They will synthesize their learning by creating a 
visual project that highlights the significance of a place sacred to the Snoqualmie people to educate 

others about its importance. 

background for teachers 
Lushootseed 
The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, known in the Lushootseed language as sdukʷalbixʷ or “the Transformer’s 
People,” and often referred to as the “People of the Moon,” trace their origins back to the First People 

of the southern Salish Sea region, today also known as Washington state. 

Historically, the Snoqualmie spoke a language that had no written form and was not named. A man 
named Thom Hess coined the term Lushootseed to refer to the language. There are several dialects of 

Lushootseed; historically, the Snoqualmie primarily used the xʷəlšucid dialect. Today, members of the 
Tribe continue to speak Lushootseed using the Southern txʷəlšucid dialect—enriched by a wealth of 
linguistic materials.  

These resources emerged from the efforts of past generations who, foreseeing the decline of their 

native language in the Puget Sound area, took the initiative to make sound recordings of first speakers 
and develop a writing system. These linguistic resources have become crucial in revitalizing the 

language. Efforts over the past two decades have fostered a community of speakers who are actively 
engaged in restoring Lushootseed. This revival is a source of pride for the Snoqualmie, and residents of 

the Tribe’s ancestral lands are increasingly learning the language. 

Oral tradition 
Humans are naturally inclined to storytelling, a practice that predates written language. Oral teachings 

have been a cornerstone of communication and education for thousands of years—nearly every culture 
has a storytelling tradition. Oral teachings are crucial in preserving the cultures, histories, and lifeways of 
Indigenous peoples. Each Tribal Nation has a unique oral history that provides essential knowledge to 
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sustain its ways of knowing and being. Some people may be uncomfortable sharing these histories 
outside their own culture—educators should be sensitive when asking about them. 

A common misconception among non-Indigenous people is that Native American stories are merely 

myths or legends and are told purely for entertainment. In fact, the teachings of the Snoqualmie Indian 
Tribe and all Indigenous people are vital for conveying cultural teachings, historical facts and ancestral 

knowledge, and are just as significant as written records. 

Many Native American stories convey a profound appreciation for and understanding of people’s 

relationship with the land. From the coast to the interior valleys, Tribal peoples maintain a balanced, 
continuous, and reciprocal relationship with the natural world that is reflected in their ways of life and 

oral traditions. 

Sacred places 
The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe has maintained a deep and enduring connection to their lands and waters 

including in the Snohomish and Cedar-Sammamish watersheds. They consider these lands and waters, 
and the wildlife found there, to be sacred. Since time immemorial, when their creation history tells us 

that the Transformer reshaped the world to become a home for humanity, the Snoqualmie Tribe have 
been the spiritual caretakers of Snoqualmie Falls and the surrounding Snoqualmie Valley land. This land 
was entrusted to their stewardship, providing both physical sustenance and spiritual nourishment.  

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe continues to uphold these values by actively engaging in cultural practices, 

safeguarding Snoqualmie Falls and other lands from desecration, and leading restoration efforts 
throughout the ancestral Snoqualmie territory. The Snoqualmie River, especially the revered Snoqualmie 

Falls, plays a pivotal role in Snoqualmie creation teachings and cultural practices. The Falls is very special 
to the Tribe and provides healing, serves as a conduit between the physical and spiritual, and is essential 

to the Tribe’s identity. In addition, the natural environment has provided food and medicine through 
fishing, hunting, and other means and teaches crucial principles of respect, balance, and the 

interconnectedness of all life. 

Tribal sovereignty  
In 1855, the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, along with numerous other local Tribes, signed the Treaty of Point 
Elliott. The treaty recognized the Snoqualmie’s sovereignty and solidified the Tribe’s government-to-

government relationship with the United States of America. This treaty ceded vast tracts of Tribal lands 
to the U.S. government while promising reservation lands and guaranteed reserved rights for the Tribes 

to hunt, fish, and reside on their ancestral lands. At that time, the Snoqualmie were among the largest 



 

Version 1 | 6 

Tribes in the region. However, the treaty’s promises of Snoqualmie Tribal sovereignty and a 
government-to-government relationship with the United States remain unfulfilled to this day. After the 

treaty’s signing, the U.S. government forcibly relocated many Tribes in the region to designated 
reservations far from their ancestral lands. Nevertheless, the Snoqualmie families that remained have 

continued their role as steadfast caretakers of this sacred area—preserving their traditional practices 
and the land itself across generations.  

"We are deeply thankful for the bravery and strength of our Snoqualmie ancestors. 
Following the signing of the 1855 Point Elliot treaty, our ancestors were forced to leave 

their homes and move to areas called reservations, which were chosen by the 
government. Some of our ancestors refused to leave their homelands, while others who 

were forced onto reservations found a way to return to the lands that were rightfully 
theirs. As descendants of these strong and courageous ancestors, we are forever grateful 

for the sacrifices they made during those difficult times. Their determination to protect 
our homeland inspires us every day, and we honor their legacy in the tradition, culture, 

and stewardship we practice every day."  

 – Snoqualmie Tribal Members 

World War II disrupted efforts to secure reservation lands through government-to-government 

negotiations and led to shifts in U.S. federal policies. The post-war Indian Termination Policy aimed to 
assimilate Indigenous peoples and dissolve Tribal entities. The federal government ceased to recognize 

the Snoqualmie people in 1953, under the pretext of the Tribe being landless. This loss significantly 
affected the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe’s ability to participate in critical policy decisions. These include the 

Boldt Decision of 1974, which helped to protect the fishing rights of Washington State Tribes and 
ensured they could continue their way of life. 

After decades of advocacy and perseverance, the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe regained federal recognition 
in 1997—a status finalized in 1999. With this restoration, the Tribe acquired and placed into trust a 69-

acre property in Snoqualmie, Washington, officially establishing its current reservation. 

To prepare for this lesson teachers should  
• Review background. Review the background section of this lesson along with reference materials.  

• Visit the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe website. Review the history of significant landmarks. 
https://snoqualmietribe.us/valley-of-the-snoqualmie-map/ 

https://snoqualmietribe.us/valley-of-the-snoqualmie-map/
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• Visit the Snoqualmie Soundscape story map. Review the layout of the story map that students will 
use to listen to soundscapes. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3ba8f130b08341c8991678421bc61167  

• Understand and practice place names in Lushootseed. Practice and become very familiar with the 

pronunciation of each sacred place in Lushootseed. 
https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/  

• Understand facilitating stations. To effectively set up stations in a classroom, start by reviewing all 
materials for each station. Establish a structured rotation schedule with set time limits to ensure 

smooth transitions. Review best practices on station implementation provided in the resource 
section. 

references 
Ballard, A. C. (1929, December). “Moon the Transformer.” Mythology of Southern Puget Sound. 

University of Washington Publications in Anthropology, (3)2, 31–150. University of Washington 
Press. 

For teachers: Excerpts featured in the Mt. Si and Tolt/Carnation handouts are sourced from the 
above anthropological text, Mythology of Southern Puget Sound by Arthur Ballard, published in 

1929 by the University of Washington Press. While the stories were sourced from Snoqualmie 
People, the Lushootseed spellings are not accurate to contemporary spelling standards. There is 

a note in each document regarding these excerpts written with simple wording for students to 
understand. 

Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture. (n.d.). Digging Deep: The Bear Creek Site and Redmond’s 
First Inhabitants. University of Washington. 

Burke Museum. (n.d.). Archaeology Burke Boxes. https://www.burkemuseum.org/education/educators-

and-schools/burke-boxes/archaeology 

Eastside Heritage Center. “A History of Snoqualmie: Transportation Across the Cascades.” 
https://eastsideheritagecenter.org/blog/2021/4/14/a-history-of-snoqualmie-transportation-
across-the-cascades 

Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust. “First People” https://mtsgreenway.org/learn/first-people/ 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe. Home. https://snoqualmietribe.us/  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3ba8f130b08341c8991678421bc61167
https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/
https://www.burkemuseum.org/education/educators-and-schools/burke-boxes/archaeology
https://www.burkemuseum.org/education/educators-and-schools/burke-boxes/archaeology
https://eastsideheritagecenter.org/blog/2021/4/14/a-history-of-snoqualmie-transportation-across-the-cascades
https://eastsideheritagecenter.org/blog/2021/4/14/a-history-of-snoqualmie-transportation-across-the-cascades
https://mtsgreenway.org/learn/first-people/
https://snoqualmietribe.us/
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Snoqualmie Tribe Ancestral Lands Movement. (2022). Recreation Impacts on Snoqualmie Tribe Ancestral 
Lands. https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/28c0aeed0b2f4353bed42f8b6979db96 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe. (December 10, 2021). Snoqualmie Indian Tribe Governmental Affairs and 

Special Projects. Snoqualmie Soundscape. 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3ba8f130b08341c8991678421bc61167 

Brooks Running. (October 3, 2022). Run with Respect [Video]. YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGOyoHMYCjU&t=27s 

resources 

Station implementation  
• Articles and videos on various teaching strategies, including station-based learning. 

https://www.edutopia.org/ 

• Classroom resources and interactive tools for station activities. https://www.readwritethink.org/ 

• Practical tips and ideas for classroom management and station setup. 

https://www.educationworld.com/ 

• PBS Learning Media. A wide range of free educational resources, including ideas for station-based 
activities. https://opb.pbslearningmedia.org/ 

Oral traditions 
• Indian Reading Series: Stories and Legends of the Northwest.  

https://indianreadingseries.ednw.org/  

• Northwest Indian Storytellers Association. Wisdom of the Elders. 
http://www.wisdomoftheelders.org/ 

• Circle of Stories (PBS). http://www.pbs.org/circleofstories/educators/ 

Suggested children’s books 
• Wild Berries by Julie Flett 

• A Walk on the Tundra by Rebecca Hainnu and Anna Ziegler 

• Stand Like a Cedar by Nicola I. Campbell and Carrielynn Victor 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/28c0aeed0b2f4353bed42f8b6979db96
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3ba8f130b08341c8991678421bc61167
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGOyoHMYCjU&t=27s
https://www.edutopia.org/
https://www.readwritethink.org/
https://www.educationworld.com/
https://opb.pbslearningmedia.org/
http://apps.educationnorthwest.org/indianreading/index.html
http://apps.educationnorthwest.org/indianreading/index.html
http://www.wisdomoftheelders.org/
http://www.pbs.org/circleofstories/educators/
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considerations for teachers 

Assessment 

Students will engage extensively in partner and group discussions. Teachers should actively monitor 

these discussions to ensure correct understanding and to address any misconceptions or biases. The 
assessment of students’ learning will be both formative and summative: 

• Formative assessment. Teachers will observe and assess student participation in discussions and 
interactive activities, including hands-on exercises at different stations. 

• Summative assessment. Students will complete two projects: a physical map detailing important 
places of the Snoqualmie people, and a material or digital project that encapsulates the lesson’s key 

points. 

Practices 

• Small group/pair discussions. Engaging in small group activities, typically consisting of two to five 
participants, enables students to exchange and analyze ideas in a smaller setting. This approach is 

particularly beneficial for students who may be uncomfortable sharing their thoughts with the entire 
class. Teachers should oversee these discussions to assess how well students understand the 

material and contribute to the collective dialogue. 

• Learning stations. Learning in stations is an effective practice for elementary school students as it 

supports differentiated instruction and fosters a dynamic learning environment. By setting up 
different stations, educators can tailor activities to meet diverse learning needs, allowing students to 

explore new information through discovery. This method engages students in hands-on activities that 
cater to various learning styles, from visual and auditory to kinesthetic, enhancing their engagement 

and retention. Additionally, stations enable students to practice skills in a controlled setting before 
applying their knowledge to real-world scenarios. 

Learning targets 
• I can explore the importance of place to the Snoqualmie people by participating in interactive 

stations.  

• I can make connections between oral stories and the significance of sacred places to the Snoqualmie 

people.  
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• I can demonstrate my map-reading skills by identifying key geographical features of the Snoqualmie 
Valley. 

• I can show my understanding of the geographical and cultural importance of a specific place related 
to the Snoqualmie Tribe by creating materials that educate others. 

appendix 
• Handout_Lake Sammamish Station Teacher Materials.pdf 

• Handout_Marymoor_Bear Creek Station Teacher Materials.pdf (Includes Burke Box activity.) 

• Handout_Meadowbrook_Tollgate Station Teacher Materials.pdf 

• Handout_Mt Si Station Teacher Materials.pdf 

• Handout_Rattlesnake Ridge Station Teacher Materials.pdf 

• Handout_Snoqualmie Falls_Plunge Pool Station Teacher Materials.pdf 

• Handout_Swing Rock Station Teacher Materials.pdf 

• Handout_Tolt_Carnation Station Teacher Materials.pdf 

• Handout_Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet_Grade 3.pdf 

• Handout_Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet_Grade 4_5.pdf 

• Handout_Stories of the Land Application Project_Rubric.pdf 

• Lesson Plan_Stories of the Land.pdf 

• PPT_Stories of the Land.pptx 

• Bear creek pamphlet.pdf 

• Burke Box Terms and Conditions.pdf 
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activity 1.  

My Special Place | 30 minutes 

Overview. This opening activity will help students reflect on the importance of “place” by considering 

locations that are meaningful to them or to people in general. If possible, conduct “My Special Place” in  
an outdoor space where students can sit and connect with the Earth.  

Healing-centered practices 
The lesson activity “My Special Place” is designed to help students reflect on the importance of places to 

identity and culture. When facilitating this activity, especially with students who may have experienced 
trauma related to displacement or significant changes in their living or school environments, it’s crucial 

to implement trauma-informed strategies to create a supportive classroom environment. Here’s a list of 
trauma-informed strategies teachers might use: 

Culturally responsive teaching. When discussing the importance of place and culture, ensure the narrative 
is inclusive and respectful of all cultures and histories. This is particularly important when discussing 

sacred lands and cultural practices of the Snoqualmie people, as they can be deeply personal and 
significant to Snoqualmie students in your classroom. 

Voluntary participation. Make sharing personal stories or locations voluntary. Emphasize that students 
can choose how much they wish to share about their special places, respecting their comfort levels  

and boundaries. 

Sensory awareness. Recognize that sensory activities (like recalling smells, sounds, or sights) can trigger 

emotional responses. Be prepared to support students who might become emotional or overwhelmed 
by offering quiet spaces or a break from the activity. 

Check-ins and support. During the activity, check in with students individually, especially those known 

to have experienced trauma. Provide support by acknowledging their feelings and offering them ways to 
manage any discomfort. 

Encourage reflection, not revelation. Instead of asking students to reveal personal details, encourage 
them to reflect on what makes a place special and how places can influence feelings and memories. 
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Step 1. Display slides 1–2 (“Learning Targets”) and review learning targets with students.  

Step 2. Share the idea that a place can hold special meaning in our lives.  

Say: Today, we’re going to explore the idea of important places. We’ll listen to a story 

that helps us understand why certain places can be meaningful. As we listen, feel free to 
think about any place that has been significant to you, or even consider how different 

places hold importance in the lives of others. Everyone has different experiences with 
places, and that’s perfectly okay. 

Step 3. Read one or two children’s books about the significance of a place to students. (Refer to 

“suggested children’s books” in the Resources section.)  

Step 4. After reading stories that highlight the significance of a place, share slide 3 (“The Importance of 

Place”) and ask students what place means to them. Ask them to imagine they are in that place and 
encourage them to explore sensory details by asking questions like, “What do you see? What do you 

hear? What do you smell?” Give students the option of doing this reflection independently or in pairs.  

Step 5. Give students 10 minutes to independently draw or create a collage of their ideas.  

Step 6. (Optional) If students would like to share about their drawing/collage, allow 5–10 minutes for 

whole class, small group, or pair discussion. Sharing should be voluntary, ensuring students understand 
that places hold great significance and emotional connection.  

Step 7. Introduce the connection between place and story.  

Say: Many groups of people have places filled with stories and history. These are places 
that people take special care of because of how much they mean to us. The sdukʷalbixʷ 

(Snoqualmie people) have places that are very special to them and relate to important 
stories they have passed down through generations—known as oral traditions. These 

places have also provided traditional foods, transportation, and resources for people to 
thrive.  
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activity 2.  

Oral Tradition | 15 minutes 

Overview. This activity is designed to enhance students’ understanding of the importance of oral 

tradition by listening to an elder of the Snoqualmie people share their creation teaching.  

Step 1. Share slide 4 (“Oral Traditions”) with students and present the following key talking points about 

oral traditions.  

Say: Now let me share with you the importance of oral traditions. Oral traditions are ways of 
passing down history, knowledge, and important lessons by sharing them out loud from one 

generation to the next. Almost every group of people in the world has its own oral traditions. 
These can be shared through story, song, and spoken word, but they are NOT fairytales, myths  
or legends. These stories and songs are knowledge and are as important as any history we read 

about in books. 

The oral traditions of the sdukʷalbixʷ (Snoqualmie people) are special because they teach 

important lessons about people’s deep connection to place—the land, plants, and animals 
around them. These lessons help the Snoqualmie people understand the world and how 

they are connected to everything in nature.  

Step 2. Remind students that they may have previously heard the Snoqualmie creation story in an 
earlier grade or in their community. Reiterate for students that this story teaches about the origins  

of the Snoqualmie people and places that are special to them.  

Step 3. Instruct students to listen attentively to an audio recording of an elder of the Snoqualmie Tribe 

shares their creation teaching, “Moon the Transformer.” 

Step 4. Share slide 5 and play the video of the “Snoqualmie Tribe Creation Story with Snoqualmie Tribal 
Elder Ron Enick.” (Ctrl+Click to follow link in PowerPoint.) https://youtu.be/xLR28TvK2-o 

Step 5. Facilitate a whole class debrief about key parts of “Moon the Transformer.”  

  

https://youtu.be/xLR28TvK2-o
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activity 3.  

Exploring the Snoqualmie Valley | 2 hours  

Overview. In this activity, students will participate in an interactive classroom activity in which they visit 

multiple stations that give them the opportunity to explore the meaning of the sacred places of the 
Snoqualmie people.  

Timing for the stations activity. The duration of this activity will vary depending on the number of 
stations each student group is assigned. Ideally, allocate two hours so that every group has the chance 

to visit all stations thoroughly. If the schedule doesn’t allow for a full two-hour session, you can assign 
each group 2–3 stations to explore. Afterward, come together as a whole class to discuss and review the 

findings from each group.  

Stations activity set-up 

Part I. Divide the classroom into seven distinct areas or tables, each representing a special place for the 
Snoqualmie people.  

 

Note: The station šəqaʔłdəł —Snoqualmie Falls/sqʷəd—Snoqualmie Falls plunge pool does not need to 
be set up as part of the rotations activity as it will be completed as a whole class with the teacher 

modeling how to complete station activities. 
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Station: baqʷab—Meadowbrook/Tollgate Prairie 

Station: daʔšədabš—Rattlesnake Ridge 

Station: tultxʷ—Tolt/Carnation 

Station (whole class): šəqaʔłdəł —Snoqualmie Falls/sqʷəd—Snoqualmie Falls plunge pool 

Station: sqʷawx̌ x̌ačuʔ—Lake Sammamish 

Station: x̌ubal —Marymoor/Bear Creek 

Station: qʷalbc—Mt. Si 

Station: yiʔduʔad—Swing Rock  

Part II. Lay out each station using Station Teacher Materials for each special place.  

• Station title and station checklist of activities 

• Laptops (three per station) 

• Laptop #1. Maps of Snoqualmie Valley  

Note: Teachers can either use the sample maps of each site provided in Station Teacher 

Materials or upload physical, contemporary, and topographical maps to a station laptop from the 
following websites:  

1. Google. (n.d.). Indian Tribes of Washington State. Google Maps. Retrieved September 26, 
2024, from https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-

ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=48.0821756590214%2C-122.64762351140598&z=6 

2. U.S. Geological Survey. (n.d.). TopoView [Map]. National Geologic Map Database. Retrieved 

September 26, 2024, from https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#4/40.01/-100.06 

• Laptop #2. Lushootseed Language: Open the following link to the Snoqualmie website on one of the 

station laptops for students to access the Lushootseed language: 
https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/ 

• Laptop #3. Snoqualmie Soundscape: Open the following link to Snoqualmie Soundscape on one of 
the laptops for students to listen to the sounds of each special place: 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3ba8f130b08341c8991678421bc61167 

  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=48.0821756590214%2C-122.64762351140598&z=6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=48.0821756590214%2C-122.64762351140598&z=6
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#4/40.01/-100.06
https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3ba8f130b08341c8991678421bc61167
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• Directions for completing the hands-on activity for each site  

• Art supplies for each hands-on activity (e.g., white paper, color pens, pencils, paints)  

Step 1. Display slide 6 (“The Snoqualmie Valley”) and share with students that the next activity will give 
them the opportunity to explore several sacred places of the Snoqualmie people by visiting “The 

Snoqualmie Valley” setup in  
the classroom.  

Say: Today, we’re going to embark on a unique and exciting journey right here in our 
classroom. We’re transforming our space into The Snoqualmie Valley, a land filled with 

the sacred places of the Snoqualmie people. 

Step 2. Next, hand out one copy of the Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet for the appropriate grade 
level to each student. This packet will help students complete the activities at each station and includes 

a blank map of Snoqualmie Valley and reflection questions about each sacred place. 

Say: As we get started, I’m handing out the Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet to each 

of you. Inside, you’ll find a blank map of the Snoqualmie Valley and a set of questions. 
Your job will be to fill in the map as you visit each station. 

Step 3. Provide a brief overview of the station rotations and tasks. 

Say: You will rotate through different stations, each representing a sacred place of the 
Snoqualmie people. At each station, you’ll engage in activities to help you understand the 

importance of a place.  

Step 4. To support student understanding, model how to complete a station by working as a whole class 
to explore šəqaʔłdəł —Snoqualmie Falls/sqʷəd—Snoqualmie Falls plunge pool. 

Say: Let’s begin our exploration by visiting one of the sites together—Snoqualmie Falls. I’ll tell 
you about this important place and show you how we’ll interact with some of the station 

materials. Then, you’ll know what to do with your group members when visiting stations. 
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Step 5. Display slide 7 (“šəqaʔłdəł —Snoqualmie Falls/sqʷəd—Snoqualmie Falls plunge pool”) and 
provide the following information about Snoqualmie Falls. 

Say: Snoqualmie Falls is more than just a beautiful natural landmark; it is a sacred place for the 

Snoqualmie people, recognized as a Traditional Cultural Property. This means it is very special 
because of its history and the stories of the people connected to it. 

The Snoqualmie people teach that their ancestors originated from this very place. The Falls 
are important not only to the Tribe’s history but also to who they are and where they come 

from. As caretakers of this land, they ensure that Snoqualmie Falls is respected and protected.  

Step 6. Share slide 8 (“Activity 1. Lushootseed”) and ask students to listen to the pronunciation in 
Lushootseed of Snoqualmie Falls—Upper Lip and Snoqualmie Falls—Under Part Where the Stream 

Plunges. These audio recordings are available at https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-
lushootseed/ 

Say: At each station you will find the place name in Lushootseed—the native language of 
the Snoqualmie people. They use these names for their lands, waterways, harvesting 

areas, and other important places. Over time, many of these places were given different 
names by non-Native colonizers. But despite this recent history, the Snoqualmie people 

have always had a deep and unbroken connection to these lands.  

Now, let’s learn the Lushootseed names for two parts of Snoqualmie Falls. The first part is 

called the “Upper Lip” of the Falls, and the second part is known as the “Under Part 
Where the Stream Plunges.” 

 

Step 7. Play the audio for the students, ensuring everyone can hear clearly. Then ask the students to 

repeat the place name together.  

https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/
https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/
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Step 8. Play the audio again, pausing after each unique sound or syllable. Then ask students to turn to  
a partner and repeat.  

Step 9. Play the audio a third time and then lead the class in saying the place name in unison. Remind 

students of the following: 

Say: At each station, listen carefully to the audio recording of the place name in 

Lushootseed. Next, practice saying the place name out loud several times to get the 
pronunciation. Remember, these names are important because they help the Snoqualmie 

people remember and honor their ancestors and their deep connection to the land. 

Step 10. Display slide 9 (“Activity 2. Sounds of Snoqualmie Falls”) and share the following: 

Say: I want everyone to close their eyes. We’re going to listen to a recording of sounds 

from Snoqualmie Falls. 

Ready? Close your eyes and listen carefully. 

What sounds do you hear? Maybe water flowing? Or the rustling of trees? Think about 

how these sounds make you feel. Are you feeling calm, curious, or maybe even excited? 

Say: All right, let’s open our eyes and share what we heard and felt! 

 

Step 11. Allow students 2–3 minutes to share what they heard and how each sound made them feel. 
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Step 12. Next, ask students to turn to their blank map of Snoqualmie Valley in the Snoqualmie Stations 
Student Packet.  

Step 13. Display slide 10 (“Activity 3. Valley of the Snoqualmie”) with a copy of the blank map of 

Snoqualmie Valley. Next, project the Valley of the Snoqualmie Map from 
https://snoqualmietribe.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SnoqualmieTribe-Poster-DigitalPrint-1.pdf  

Show students how to identify and then label on their blank map the location of Snoqualmie Falls—both 
the upper lip and under part where the stream plunges. Label them in both Lushootseed and English. 

Encourage students to add a picture to represent this place. 

Step 14. Display slide 11 (“Snoqualmie Falls | Physical Map (Satellite Photograph)”), which shows a 
physical map of the area around Snoqualmie Falls and draw and label the physical features at and 

around this site (e.g., forest, lake, mountain range) using the key in the Snoqualmie Stations Student 
Packet. 

 

Step 15. Next, share slide 12 (“Snoqualmie Falls | Road Map”) and model for students how to label one 

or two contemporary roads or places near Snoqualmie Falls on their blank map.  

Note: If using laptops at stations, teachers can locate and display each sacred place for students at 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-
ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=48.0821756590214%2C-122.64762351140598&z=6 

https://snoqualmietribe.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/SnoqualmieTribe-Poster-DigitalPrint-1.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=48.0821756590214%2C-122.64762351140598&z=6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=48.0821756590214%2C-122.64762351140598&z=6
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(Optional) For grades 4 and 5, have students read about the Snoqualmie Hydroelectric Project and 
locate and label this powerplant on their map along the Snoqualmie River in Snoqualmie, Washington, 

about 30 miles east of Seattle.  

Step 16. Next display slide 13 (“Draw the Snoqualmie Falls”) and review directions for creating a 
drawing of both the Upper Lip and Pool Plunge of Snoqualmie Falls. Draw a picture along with students 

and share what you like about your work and your challenges as you go through the drawing process.  

Step 17. Share slide 14 (“Station Directions”) and review the directions for visiting each station. Assign 

each group their first station, setting a timer for 15–20 minutes. Have the groups rotate through the 
stations until they have completed each one.  

Step 18: Walk around the room and support students by answering questions and guiding them through 

each station. As you visit station, check student understanding.  

Assessment 

Observe students’ engagement, cooperation in groups, ability to follow directions, and interaction with 

the materials. This real-time assessment helps in understanding the effectiveness of the station setup 
and the clarity of instructions.  

Review students’ completed Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet for understanding. 

Alternative station activities 

If there isn’t enough time for each group to visit all stations, consider these adjustments to the station 

rotation activity to ensure content is effectively delivered within a more limited timeframe: 

Jigsaw method 

Divide the class into “home groups” and assign each group to become experts on one station’s topic. 
After exploring their assigned station, students return to their home groups and teach their peers what 

they learned. This encourages both mastery of the subject and teaching skills. 

Gallery walk 
Each group creates a visual display or a short presentation at their station. Groups rotate to view each 

display, leaving feedback or questions on sticky notes. This allows students to share knowledge and 
receive feedback in an interactive setting. 

https://www.pse.com/en/pages/tours-and-recreation/snoqualmie-tours


 

Version 1 | 21 

Learning carousel 
Students circulate through all stations to gather information or complete tasks, but instead of doing so 

simultaneously, they schedule their visits. They choose their stations based on interest or assignment 
and present summaries of their findings to the class. 

Differentiation 

Grade 3. Provide simpler maps with fewer features, such as basic physical maps. Highlight the key 

features students need to focus on with markers or stickers.  

Grade 4. Include topographical and/or weather maps that require some interpretation but are not 

overly complex. 

Grade 5. Provide all types of maps, including detailed topographical and/or complex road maps. 
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activity 4.  

Reflection | 30 minutes 

Overview: Students will reflect as a whole class to process and share their experience of exploring the 

Snoqualmie Valley. 

Step 1. Introduction. Begin by gathering students in an outdoor space (if possible) or in a comfortable 

group setting where everyone can see each other. 

Say: Let’s take a moment to share what we’ve learned and felt today. This is a great way 
for us to understand the different thoughts we each have about the places we explored. 

Step 2. Questions. Ask students to turn to the end of the Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet and 
respond to the Station Reflection Questions. Note: Questions vary by grade level. 

Step 3. Pair-Share. Ask students to turn to a partner and share their responses to one question.  

Step 4. Transition to group discussion. Once all students have shared, transition to a more focused 
discussion on the importance of place to the Snoqualmie people. 

Say: Remember our earlier activity, “My Special Place,” when we reflected on places 

meaningful to us and others. Similarly, the sites we explored in the Snoqualmie Valley 
today hold significant value to the Snoqualmie people’s identity and cultural teachings. 

Step 5. Questions. Use the following questions to guide a whole-group discussion, ensuring time for 
multiple students to respond to each question. 

• “Why is it important to remember and use the Snoqualmie names for places?” 
This question makes the idea of “preserving names” more accessible by focusing on the concept of 

memory and the specialness of using original names, which can be related to people’s experiences. 

• “What can we learn from the Snoqualmie’s respect for and stewardship (care) of their sacred places?” 

This question invites students to draw parallels between the respect the Snoqualmie have for 
their land and broader lessons on environmental stewardship and cultural respect.  
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Step 6. Summarize key points. Highlight the key points from the discussion, summarizing the insights 
shared by the students. 

Differentiation 

Grade 3. Provide sentence starters or frames to help them form their answers, such as “I felt ______ 

when I saw ______ because …” Simplify questions to ensure they are age-appropriate, such as “What 
did you like best about Snoqualmie Falls? What was special about it?” 

Grade 4. Encourage students to express their thoughts and feelings with minimal prompts. For example, 
ask them to describe what they learned about each site and how it made them feel. 

Grade 5. Ask open-ended questions that encourage critical thinking and personal connection, such as 

“What did learning about these sites teach you about the importance of culture and history?” Discuss 
the implications of site preservation for future generations and ask students to think about their role in 

cultural preservation. 

  



 

Version 1 | 24 

activity 5.  

Conceptualization | 30–45 minutes 

Overview: Students will review what they learned at each station and the teacher will present additional 

information about the importance of each place to the Snoqualmie people.   

Step 1. Share slide 15 (“baqʷab—Meadowbrook/Tollgate Prairie”) about the history and cultural 

significance of baqʷab—Meadowbrook/Tollgate Prairie. 

Say: Meadowbrook/Tollgate Prairie is a sacred site for the Snoqualmie people. This sacred 
place plays a big part in their creation history—it’s where the sisters fell asleep in the 

creation story. Imagine a place so special that it’s part of history where everything began!  

The Snoqualmie people have been stewards of this land since time immemorial (a very, 
very long time ago—so long ago that no one remembers exactly when it started). Can 

anyone guess what a steward might do? That’s right—a steward is someone who takes 
care of something very carefully. 

Camas, a flowering plant with an edible bulb, was a vital food source for the Snoqualmie 
people and once grew abundantly in Meadowbrook/Tollgate. The Snoqualmie used 

controlled burns to ensure the regrowth of this crucial plant. These burns involved setting 
small, controlled fires under specific conditions to clear away old and dead vegetation. 

This practice made space for new plants to grow, maintained healthy soil, and improved 
habitats for various animals.  

Step 2. Share slides 16–18 (“daʔšədabš—Rattlesnake Ridge and “Moncton Ghost Town”) about 

daʔšədabš—Rattlesnake Ridge.  

Say: Look at this picture of Rattlesnake Ridge. It sits on the far side of baqʷab 

(Meadowbrook/Tollgate Prairie), with qʷalbc (Mt. Si) across the valley. Imagine standing 
there, surrounded by lush forests and hearing nature’s sounds all around. This land 

provided salmonberries to Snoqualmie people who gathered this important food in late 
spring and early summer.  

Rattlesnake Ridge, or daʔšədabš, holds great significance for the Snoqualmie people. This 
place is not just a ridge—it’s a living part of the Tribe’s creation history. Along the ridge, 
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there are unique marks that look like footprints. These aren’t just any footprints; they were 
made by people swinging across the valley from the top of qʷalbc (Mt. Si) using a cedar 

rope. When this rope fell, it turned to stone and was named yiʔduʔad (Swing Rock). 

The prairie that sits below Rattlesnake Ridge has long been a hub of cross-mountain 

commerce, trade, and transportation. An extensive trail system provided access from across 
the Cascades Mountains to Rattlesnake Ridge, and from there, the system broke off into 

separate trails leading to village sites along the rivers and lakes all the way to Puget Sound.  

Rattlesnake Lake is right below Rattlesnake Ridge. In 1915, when the Masonry Dam was 

built, it caused the nearby small town, Moncton, to be flooded and go underwater. Now, 
that town is part of Rattlesnake Lake. This is one example of how this land has changed 

over time after non-Native settlers stole this land.  

Step 3. Share slide 19 (“tultxʷ—Tolt/Carnation”). 

Say: The sdukʷalbixʷ (Snoqualmie people) have long inhabited the areas around the Tolt 

(tultxʷ—"a place for crossing over"), Raging, and Snoqualmie Rivers, as well as the shores 
of Lake Sammamish, managing resources from the Cascade Mountains to the Salish Sea. 

The sdukʷalbixʷ managed this land and grew, harvested, hunted, and fished. They 
traveled by canoe or on foot via trails that connected villages of large houses made of 
cedar planks and beams and camps of portable shelters covered by cattail mats.  

The oldest stories tell that the first people to live here were five hunter brothers whose 
ancestors were wolves. They arrived looking for a good place to live with abundant 

resources for their families. They found so many elk here that they melted elk tallow and 
used their spiritual power to turn it into the flowing Tolt River. 

Moon the Transformer’s people spread and cared for this whole region for thousands of 
years. The village of tultxʷ was a political center for those living downstream from the 

Falls. The powerful Chief Patkanim had a large house built here in the early 1800s, called 
xǎlalʔtxʷ or marked house, because unlike most it was painted on the outside. The 

present-day Snoqualmie people still live and work along the waterways and in the 
uplands of their traditional lands. You are standing on xǎʔxǎʔ swatixʷtəd ʔə tə 

sdukʷalbixʷ, the sacred homeland of the Snoqualmie. 
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Step 4. Stretch and talk. Ask students to stand up, stretch, and then walk the room and find a partner 
(or pre-assign partners and ask partners to find a space in the room to have a short discussion). Next, 

ask the students to discuss the following questions with their partner:  

1. What is one thing about the history of the Snoqualmie Valley you think is surprising? 

2. What is one question you have? 

Step 5. After 2–3 minutes, gather the class back together as a whole group and ask for volunteers to 
share ideas. Then, continue the presentation of the remaining four sacred places.  

Step 6. Share slides 20–21 (“yiʔduʔad—Swing Rock”).  

Say: Does anyone remember how this rock was formed? Yes, that’s right—one day, Rat 
gnawed through the cedar rope. When it broke, the rope transformed into a large round 

rock right in the Snoqualmie Valley. 

Sadly, much of Swing Rock has been lost over time. In the last fifty years, the rock has 

been broken apart and used as gravel to make roads and paths smoother to walk or drive 
on. This use of Swing Rock is unfortunate because this is a sacred site that holds deep 

spiritual significance to the Snoqualmie people. 

However, there is some good news. The remaining piece of Swing Rock is now protected. 

It’s located on land managed by the Meadowbrook Farm Preservation Association, which 
was acquired with public funds in the late 1990s to ensure its safety. The cities of North 

Bend and Snoqualmie, in partnership with the Snoqualmie Tribe, are actively working to 
secure further protection for Swing Rock.  

Step 7. Share slide 22 (“sqʷawx̌ xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish”).  

Say: Lake Sammamish has a rich history and holds a lot of importance for the Snoqualmie 
people. They have lived along the water since time immemorial. Traditionally, the 

Snoqualmie people built their longhouses and communities around the water. Even 
though colonizers burned down the longhouses, seven Snoqualmie homesteads remain 

along the eastern shore of Lake Sammamish.  

Today, the Snoqualmie Tribe is very active in helping to restore and protect Lake 
Sammamish, especially for the Kokanee Salmon, which are in danger of becoming 
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extinct. The Tribe works hard to make sure the lake and its surroundings stay healthy 
so that these fish can thrive. 

Every year, the Snoqualmie people also practice canoeing on Lake Sammamish. They 
do this to prepare for the annual Canoe Journey, a special event when many different 

Tribes come together to celebrate their cultures and connect with each other by 
traveling in traditional canoes. 

Step 8. Share slides 23 (“x̌ubal —Marymoor/Bear Creek”). 

Say: The Lushootseed (Snoqualmie) word xǔbal mans “broad” water, which refers to the 
areas now known as Bear Creek and Lake Sammamish Bear Creek isn’t just any creek. It 

has a long and fascinating history.  

Back in 2008, archaeologists discovered something amazing at Bear Creek. They found 

artifacts—tools and objects used by people—that are over 12,000 years old! This tells us 
that people have been living, gathering, and trading at Bear Creek for thousands of years. 

The area around Bear Creek was once a busy place, where the Snoqualmie and other 
Tribes would meet to trade and connect with each other. They shared the land’s 

resources, like foods, tools, and medicines, which helped them thrive. 

Today, the land around Bear Creek is being taken care of to make sure its history is not 
forgotten. The Snoqualmie Tribe, along with others, work hard to protect and remember 

this special place, so we can all learn about the people who lived there long before us. 

Step 9. Share slides 24–25 (“qʷalbc—Mount Si”).  

Say: Imagine the two sisters swinging on a cedar rope from Mount Si to Rattlesnake 
Ridge! The sisters, originally from Earth, had been taken to the sky by the Star People 
to marry and start families. Their parents missed them dearly and searched for them 

desperately for many years. They finally reappeared on the cedar swing from the sky 
and the people celebrated. The rope swing became a way for people to travel to the 

sky world. 

This mountain is also used for wayfinding, which means finding your way around. 

Instead of using words like north, south, east, and west, the Snoqualmie people would 
look at landmarks like Mount Si to know where they were when travelling for trade or 

visiting family. 
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Seen from the top of qʷalbc (Mt. Si) and the trails along the ridges of daʔšədabš 
(Rattlesnake Ridge), much has changed since the first people swung across the valley 

on yiʔduʔad (Swing Rock), however, the sdukʷalbixʷ continue to live near this ancient 
and special landscape. 

Every year, over 100,000 people climb Mount Si, but the Snoqualmie Tribe reminds us that 
it’s important to visit with respect. They encourage us to enjoy the mountain mindfully, 

not just as a place to conquer. This means being thoughtful about how we interact with 
the mountain and appreciating its history and significance. 

Step 10. Ask students to think about which sacred place is most interesting or exciting for them and 
why. Tell students that they are going to create a project that helps teach other people about the 

importance of this sacred place.  

Assessment 

Consider asking students to turn to a partner and share their understanding of the expectations for 
completing the station activities with their group members. Walk the room and support student 

understanding.  

Differentiation 

Scaffold teacher presentation to align with grade level/student needs. Younger (grades 3–4) students 
will need more time to process information and should be given key points in written form (e.g., simple 

copy of the presentation). Grade 5 students should take notes and be given the opportunity to ask more 
complex questions. 
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activity 6.  

Application | 90 minutes  

Overview: Students will demonstrate their understanding of the historical, political, and cultural 

significance of a specific Snoqualmie place by creating a visual project that teaches others. This visual 
project could be a poster, diorama, children’s book, a slide deck, or some other digital presentation.  

Step 1. Each student selects one of the Snoqualmie places discussed in previous activities, such as 
Mount Si or Snoqualmie Falls. 

Step 2. Share with students slide 26 (“Application Project”), which describes expectations for this 

project.  

Step 3. Students use the class time and materials to create their projects. Projects can be digital 

presentations, posters, children’s books, or videos. 

Step 4. Students present their projects to a partner, small group, or another classroom if possible. 

Step 5. Wrap-up. 

Discussion. Conclude with a class discussion on the importance of preserving cultural and 

historical sites. 

Reflection. Ask students to write a brief reflection on what they learned about the Snoqualmie 

Tribe and the significance of maintaining cultural heritage. 

Differentiation  

Ask younger (grades 3–4) students to answer simpler questions about what they learned and their 
favorite part of the project. Older students (grade 5) could be asked to reflect on how this project 

changed their view of place and identity. Younger students could also give shorter, more guided 
presentations with prompts displayed during their talk, while older (grade 5) students could be expected 
to deliver more detailed explanations and answer questions from the audience. 
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