Sovereignty

Sovereignty is the natural and inherent
right of a Nation to govern itself
without outside control. For Tribal
Nations, it means the power to make
our own laws, care for our lands, protect

our people, and guide our future



according to our values and traditions.
It is not something given by others, it
has always existed and continues today
through treaties, Tribal self-governance,
and a Tribal community’s connection to
the lands and waterways they call

home.



Inherent Rights

The original rights of Tribal people that
flow from their existence as distinct,
self-governing groups. They predate the
United States and exist independent of
treaties, statutes, or external recognition.
These rights arise from a Tribe’s

enduring relationship to its people,



homelands, and systems of governance,

as well as the responsibilities carried

across generations. Inherent rights

persist unless expressly and lawtully
relinquished by the Tribe and remain

the foundation of Tribal sovereignty.



Nationhood

Having a shared identity, culture, and
way of making decisions. Nations can
have their own leaders, traditions, and

systems for caring for their people.



Federal Recognition

The formal acknowledgment by the
United States of a Tribe’s inherent

sovereignty, continuous political

authority, and distinct identity, and the
trust responsibility of the federal

government has to tribes. Recognition

requires the group to be treated with



respect and have a government-to-

government relationship.



Treaty

A written legal agreement between two
or more nations that lists promises that

each side agrees to follow.



Treaty Rights

The specific rights reserved by one
Sovereign Nation through a formal
agreement with another Sovereign
Nation. These rights are legally binding
commitments that recognize and protect

the continued exercise of pre-existing



Tribal authorities. For Tribes, treaty

rights reflect promises made by the
United States to respect Tribal rights
such as land ownership, hunting,
fishing, and access to traditional cultural
resources. Treaties did not grant these
rights; they atfirmed the inherent rights
of Tribes that preempt the U.S.



government. Treaty rights remain in
force unless they are removed by an act
of Congress with Tribal consent, and
any violation of them constitutes a

breach of the treaty.



Self-determination

Being able to make your own choices
about how to live. It means deciding
what is best for your people without
others making the decisions for you.



