6-8 | ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND SOCIAL STUDIES

Federal Recognition Simulation Group

Activity

Group 1

Requirement 1: A statement of facts showing that [the Tribe] has been identified from historical times

until the present on a continuous basis as "American Indian.”

Based on the evidence presented by the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe during the hearing, this was the U.S.

government’s response:

The U.S. government found strong proof that the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe had been recognized in
official records for a very long time. The Tribe’s leaders signed the Treaty of Point Elliott in 1855. The
signed treaty showed that the U.S. government had recognized Snoqualmie as a real Tribe with legal

rights.

The Snoqualmie people continued to be treated like a Tribe by various representatives of the U.S.
government even after that treaty. In the 1930s, government documents showed that the Snoqualmie
people were a distinct Tribe even though they did not have a reservation. From 1934 to 1953, different
offices in the federal government continued working with the Tribe. These government departments

listed the Snoqualmie people as a Tribe in reports and paperwork.

These records clearly called them a Tribe, not just a social group. In fact, between 1937 and 1944,
government officials planned to give the Snoqualmie people a reservation under a law called the Indian

Reorganization Act of 1934.

Since 1953, even though the Tribe was not officially recognized anymore, the Snoqualmie people were

still described in government documents as the same group that had signed the treaty. They were
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sometimes called “Jerry Kanim’s Band,” referring to a respected Tribal leader. These documents helped

prove that the Snoqualmie people were the same community over time.

The U.S. government also said that if a Tribe has been recognized in the past, it needs to show it is a
community now, not every single year in between. For this reason, the Snoqualmie people only had to

prove they were a strong, united community in the 1980s and 1990s, when they were applying for re-

recognition.
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Group 2

Requirement 2: Show that [the Tribe]inhabits a specific area or lives in a community viewed as
American Indian and distinct from other populations in the area, and that its members are

descendants of an Indian Tribe which historically inhabited a specific area.

Based on the evidence presented by the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe during the hearing, this was the U.S.

government’s response:

A community is a group of people who stay connected, talk to each other, help each other, and make
decisions together. Even though Snoqualmie Tribal Members do not all live in the same place, they still

visit each other, share traditions, and keep strong social ties.

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe showed that many families are grouped by lineages, meaning they come
from the same ancestors. These family groups are respected and recognized by others in the Tribe, both

in social life and in politics. They have special roles at events and are part of community decisions.

Members gather not just for celebrations but also for meetings to discuss issues that matter to
everyone. The Tribe shared proof that people talk regularly, make choices together, and solve problems

as a group.

Even though the members live in different towns, they are still close enough that they can attend
meetings and ceremonies. The distance does not stop them from staying in touch and acting as one

group.

The U.S. government also pointed out that some people in the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe practice Native

spiritual traditions. These traditions are passed down from generation to generation and are still

followed by younger members.
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Group 3

Requirement 3: Show that [the Tribe] has maintained Tribal political influence or other authority over

its members as an autonomous entity throughout history until the present.

Based on the evidence presented by the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe during the hearing, this was the U.S.

government’s response:

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe showed that it has had political leadership for many years. This means the

Snoqualmie people had leaders, made decisions together, and acted like a self-governing group.

Chief Jerry Kanim was a strong and well-known leader. After he passed away in 1956, another respected
leader named Ed Davis carried on his work. Ed Davis had worked closely with Chief Kanim and was active

as a leader throughout the 1970s and early 1980s.

Some people had thought that the Tribe became inactive after Kanim’s death, but the U.S. government
found that was not true. Even though things changed for a while, it was a natural part of leadership
passing from one generation to the next. The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe did not stop being a political

group. They were adjusting to new conditions.

During its time without formal sovereignty, the Tribe stayed politically active by fighting for treaty
fishing rights and continuing to meet, vote, and make group decisions. The General Council Meeting (a
formal Tribal meeting) remained the place where major decisions were made with the Tribal Council.
The council helped settle political disagreements and reviewed the work of Tribal leaders and members

and provided support for the Tribal community.

Some people said the Tribe was just a volunteer group, but after reviewing the facts, the U.S.
government disagreed. The Tribe had real political goals, and the people involved cared deeply about

their rights, culture, community, and leadership. The Tribe met this requirement fully.
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Group 4

Requirement 4: Present a Tribal constitution or other government document.

Based on the evidence presented by the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe during the hearing, this was the U.S.

government’s response:

To meet this requirement, a Tribe must show that it has a formal way of making decisions. Examples

include a constitution or set of laws.

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe submitted its Tribal constitution and other important government papers.
These documents explained how the Tribe governs itself. They showed how leaders are chosen, how

meetings are held, and how decisions are made.

The Snoqualmie General Council Meeting, a meeting where all members can participate, has played a
major role in making the Tribe’s decisions since at least the 1960s. The General Council elects Tribal
Council members, makes final decisions on political questions, and can review or approve actions taken

by the Tribal Council.

This system of governance shows that the Tribe is not just an informal group. It has clear leadership

and a longstanding way of organizing its political life.
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Group 5

Requirement 5: A list of all known current members of the group and a copy of each available former

list of members based on the Tribe’s own defined criteria.

Based on the evidence presented by the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe during the hearing, this was the U.S.

government’s response:

To meet this requirement, a Tribe must show who its members are today and also share past lists of

members. It must explain the rules it uses to decide who belongs.

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe gave the U.S. government a current membership list, along with earlier lists

from past decades. They also explained how someone qualifies to be enrolled as a member of the Tribe.

The main rule the Tribe used to become federally recognized was that a person must have at least 1/8
Snoqualmie ancestry. That means one of the person’s great-grandparents must be fully Snoqualmie, or

they must have the same amount of Snoqualmie heritage in other ways.

This rule shows that membership is based on real family ties and cultural identity, not just personal
choice. It helps make sure that the Tribe continues through actual descendants of the original

Snoqualmie people.

The Tribe also explained how the leaders check who qualifies. They look at family trees, official records,

and community knowledge to decide who meets the requirements.

The membership list includes many people from the same family lines that have been part of the Tribe
for generations. The lists are well organized and meet the federal rules. This shows that the Snoqualmie

Indian Tribe keep track of their community using their own consistent standards.
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Group 6

Requirement 6: Demonstrate that the membership consists primarily of persons who are not

members of any other North American Indian Tribe.

Based on the evidence presented by the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe during the hearing, this was the U.S.

government’s response:

The federal government wants to make sure each Tribe is its own distinct group. This rule checks

whether most people in the Tribe also belong to other federally recognized Tribes.

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe met this requirement. They showed that their members do not belong to
any other Tribe. Their membership is made up mainly of people with Snoqualmie ancestry, and they are

not also enrolled in other North American Indian Tribes.

This helped prove that the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe are a distinct group, and not a group of people

already enrolled with different Tribes from other places.

Requirement 7: Show that it is not the subject of congressional legislation which has expressly

terminated or forbidden the federal relationship.
Based on the evidence presented, this is what the U.S. government said in its decision:

Some Tribes in the past were officially “terminated” by laws passed by the U.S. Congress. When a Tribe
is terminated, it means the federal government ends its relationship with that Tribe. This rule says that if
a Tribe has been officially terminated by Congress, it cannot be recognized again unless Congress passes

a new law.

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe was never terminated by Congress. The U.S. government stopped
recognizing the Snoqualmie people as a sovereign nation around 1953, but this was not because of a law

that ended their Tribal status. There was no official act of Congress that said the Snoqualmie people

were no longer a Tribe.
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