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“Line in the Water” Treaty Simulation

ROLE CARD 1: Snogualmie Fisher :
Who You Are: |
You are a Snogqualmie fisher. Your family has fished these rivers since time immemorial. Fishingis
not just a food source. It is culture, identity, and responsibility. You will defend this right as it has |
ALWAYS been your right as an original inhabitant of this land. :
What You Know: i
The Treaty of Point Elliott promised your people the right to fish at your usual and I
accustomed places. !

State laws have tried to limit or block that right. :

Your Goal: I
To protect your treaty fishing rights and explain why fishing is essential to your people’s survival |
and sovereignty. :
Things You Might Say: |
“These fishing places were used by my ancestors long before the state existed.” I

“This isn't a hobby...it"s our way of life.” |

“Atreaty is supposed to be a promise.” :

I

| ROLE CARD 2: Tribal Elder

: Who You Are:

| You are a respected Snoqualmie elder who carries cultural knowledge and oral history. In your
| community, when you speak, everyone listens. You are never interrupted. You speak for your
I community and ancestors who are no longer here.

: What You Know:

I Treaties were agreements between nations, not gifts.

I The U.5. government has broken many treaties with Tribes

: Fishing connects generations and teaches responsibility to the land and water.

| Your Goal:

| Toremind others of the long history, cultural meaning, and sacred responsibility tied to fishing
I rights.

: Things You Might Say:

| “Our people have always cared for this river.”

I “When the treaty was signed, our leaders believed their words mattered.”

: “What happens when promises are broken?”
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ROLE CARD 3: Washington State Official 1
Who You Are: I
You represent the Washington 5tate government and are responsible for enforcing state fishing :
laws. i
What You Know: 1
The state claims authority over fishing regulations. !

There is pressure from non-Tribal citizens to limit Tribal fishing. :

The state has a responsibility to maintain limits to not over harvest fish populations 1

Your Goal: I
To defend state regulations and explain concerns about managing fish populations. :
Things You Might Say: i
“We have to manage fishing for everyone.” 1

“State laws apply to all people.” I

“We are trying to balance fairness and conservation.” :

I

I
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: ROLE CARD 4: Non-Tribal Angler

| Who You Are:

| You are a non-Tribal fisherman whao fishes for food, recreation, or business.
: What You Know:

| You must follow state fishing rules and seasons.

I ‘You believe everyone should be treated the same under the law.
I It seems like Tribal fishers have more rights than others

: Your Goal:

| To express concerns about fairness and access to fishing areas.

| Things You Might Say:

: “Why do different rules apply to different people?”

| “I rely on fishing too.”

I “This doesn't feel equal to me.”

[

ROLE CARD 5: Federal Judge 1
Who You Are: I
You are a federal judge responsible for interpreting treaties and U.5. law. !
What You Know: :
Treaties are the supreme law of the land under the U.5. Constitution. 1

Courts (including state courts) must interpret what treaty language truly means. 1

Sometimes state laws attempt to supersede federal law but they cannot :

Your Goal: I
To listen carefully and consider how the treaty should be applied fairly and legally. 1
Things You Might Say: !
“What did the treaty promise?” :

“How should the law protect those promises today?” 1

“What does justice require?” :
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