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Treaty of Point Elliott, 1855 
The text below is a paraphrased version of the Treaty of Point Elliott, originally signed in 1855 
between the U.S. government and several Coast Salish Tribes including the leaders of the 
Snoqualmie. The original treaty was written in formal legal language from the 1800s, which can 
be difficult to understand today. 

Made on January 22, 1855, at Muckl-te-oh (Point Elliott), in what is now Washington 
state.  

This agreement was made between Isaac I. Stevens, who was the governor and in 
charge of Indian affairs for the United States, and the leaders of the Snoqualmie, 
Dwamish, Suquamish, Sk-kahl-mish, Sam-ahmish, Smalh-kamish, Skope-ahmish, 
St-kah-mish, Snoqualmoo, Skai-wha-mish, N’Quentl-ma-mish, Sk-tah-le-jum, 
Stoluck-wha-mish, Sno-ho-mish, Skagit, Kik-i-allus, Swin-a-mish, Squin-ah-mish, 
Sah-ku-mehu, Noo-wha-ha, Nook-wa-chah-mish, Mee-see-qua-guilch, Cho-bah-ah-
bish, and other connected Tribes. These Tribes lived on land in Washington 
Territory and gave permission to these leaders to sign for them. 

[Snoqualmoo is an anglicized translation of Snoqualmie.] 

Article 1 

The Tribes agree to give up and transfer all their land to the United States in 
exchange for the listed agreement below. This includes all the land they lived on, 
starting at Point Pully on the east side of Admiralty Inlet (between Commencement 
Bay and Elliott Bay), going east to the top of the Cascade Mountains, then north 
along the mountain tops to the border with Canada, then west to the middle of the 
Gulf of Georgia, down through the main water channels to the Strait of Juan de Fuca, 
across to Suquamish Head, and through the peninsula between Hood Canal and 
Admiralty Inlet to Wilkes' Portage. From there, it continues to Point Southworth and 
around Vashon Island back to the starting point. All the islands inside these 
boundaries are included. The Tribes also give up any land they might have claims to 
anywhere in the United States. 
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Article 2 

Some land is saved for the Tribes to use and live on for now. These places include: 

• 1,280 acres at Port Madison, where the area is called Noo-sohk-um by the Tribes. 

• 1,280 acres near Hwhomish Bay and a creek called Kwilt-seh-da. 

• A peninsula called Shais-quihl at the southeast of Perry’s Island. 

• An island named Chah-choo-sen in the Lummi River where it splits into two 
mouths that empty into Bellingham Bay and the Gulf of Georgia. 

These areas will be marked off just for the Tribes to use. No white person can live 
there unless the Tribes and the U.S. government give permission. Roads can be built 
through the land if needed, but the Tribes must be paid for any damage caused. 

Article 3 

The United States will also keep 36 sections of land (a township) on the northeast 
shore of Port Gardner, near the Snohomish River and Tulalip Bay. This land is for 
building an agricultural and industrial school for the Tribes. The goal is to eventually 
have all the Tribes west of the Cascade Mountains live there. However, the President 
can choose a different location for the school and settlement if it is better for the Tribes. 

Article 4 

The Tribes agree to move to the reserved lands mentioned above within one year 
after this treaty is approved or sooner if the United States gives them the help they 
need. Until then, they are allowed to live on land not being used by U.S. citizens or 
on land with permission from the owner. 

Article 5 

The Tribes are allowed to keep fishing at their regular places, just like everyone else 
in the territory. They can also build temporary shelters to dry and store fish. They 
can hunt and gather roots and berries on open land that no one owns, but they 
cannot take shellfish from places that U.S. citizens have marked or farmed. 
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Article 6 

In return for giving up their land, the United States will pay the Tribes $150,000 in the 
following way: 

• $15,000 the first year after the treaty is approved 

• $12,000 each year for the next two years 

• $10,000 each year for the next three years 

• $7,500 each year for the next four years 

• $6,000 each year for the next five years 

• $4,250 each year for the last five years 

This money will be used to help the Tribes in ways the President decides. Each year, 
the superintendent of Indian affairs will tell the President what the Tribes want the 
money to be used for. 

Article 7 

If the President thinks it is best, he can move some or all the Tribes from their smaller 
reservations to the larger one, or to another good place. If that happens, the Tribes will 
be paid for their buildings or work they have to leave behind and for moving. The 
land can also be divided into smaller lots for families or people who want to live there 
permanently, using the same rules as the treaty with the Omaha Tribe. If someone did 
good work on the land they have to leave, the person will be paid for that work. 

Article 8 

The money promised to the Tribes (called annuities) cannot be taken to pay debts of 
individual members of the Tribes. 

Article 9 

The Tribes agree to follow the laws of the United States and to be peaceful with U.S. 
citizens. They promise not to steal from them. If someone from the Tribe breaks this 
promise and it can be proven, they must return the item, or the U.S. government may 
pay for it and take that amount from the Tribe’s money. The Tribes also agree not to 
fight with other Tribes unless they have to defend themselves. If they have problems 
with other Tribes, they will ask the U.S. government or agent to help decide what to 
do. They also agree not to hide people who break U.S. laws. They must give them to 
the authorities for trial. 
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Article 10 

The Tribes want to keep alcohol out of their reservations. Any Tribal member who 
brings in or drinks alcohol can have their share of the money taken away for as long 
as the President decides. 

Article 11 

The Tribes agree to set free all slaves they have and promise not to buy or own any 
more in the future. 

Article 12 

The Tribes agree not to trade at places like Vancouver Island or anywhere outside the 
United States. Also, Native people from other countries cannot live on the Tribes’ 
land without permission from the U.S. superintendent or agent.  

Article 13 

To help the Tribes move and set up homes on their new land, the United States will pay 
$15,000. This includes money for clearing, fencing, and preparing the land for 
agriculture. The President will decide how the money is used. 

Article 14 

The United States will build and run, for 20 years, an agriculture and industrial 
training school at the central agency in the Puget Sound area. The school will be free 
for all children from the local Tribes. The United States will also provide: 

• Teachers 

• A blacksmith shop and a carpenter’s shop with tools 

• A blacksmith, carpenter, and farmer to teach the Tribes 

• A doctor who will live at the agency, give medicine, and vaccinate the people 

The Unites States will pay for all these things and will not take the costs from the 
money promised to the Tribes. 

Article 15 

This treaty will be official and must be followed once it is approved by the President 
and the U.S. Senate. 


