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GRADE 3–5 | SOCIAL STUDIES AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Station: Tolt/Carnation 

  



 

Version 1 | 2 

Station Checklist 

 Activity 1. Using a laptop, play the audio to learn how to say tultxʷ— Tolt/ 

Carnation in Lushootseed. Practice saying this place name three times with 

your group members. 

 Activity 2. Listen to the sounds of tultxʷ—Tolt/Carnation. What sounds do you 

hear? Discuss with your group members. 

 Activity 3. Identify and label key features of tultxʷ—Tolt/Carnation using the  

blank map in your Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet. 

 Activity 4 (Extension Activity). The Origin of the Tolt River. 
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Activity 1  

Lushootseed  

Directions: 

1. Link to Lushootseed. Using the station laptop, open the following link: 
https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/ 

2. Play the Audio. Listen to how to say tultxʷ—Tolt/Carnation in Lushootseed. 

3. Repeat. With your group members, repeat how to say tultxʷ. 

4. Practice. Play the audio again and practice three more times with your group members. 

 

https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/
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Activity 2 

Mapping tultxʷ—Tolt/Carnation 

Directions: Complete the following steps using the maps at this station and the blank student map in the 

Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet. 

Step 1. Identify and Label 
Identify and label tultxʷ—Tolt/Carnation on your blank student map and write down the name  

in Lushootseed and English.  

Step 2. Draw Physical Features 

Using a physical map of the Snoqualmie Valley, draw the physical features of tultxʷ—Tolt/Carnation.  

 

(Optional) for Grades 4–5. Use a topographical map to label both the elevation and physical features  

of the area. 

Step 3. Add Contemporary Details 

Use Google Maps or a road map to identify and label current roads and places near tultxʷ—Tolt/ 
Carnation on your map. 
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Map 1. Valley of the Snoqualmie 
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Map 2. Physical Map with Lushootseed Place Names 

 

Google. (n.d.). [Tolt/Carnation]. Retrieved September 30, 2024, from https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-

ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.64042047699234%2C-121.91637421210511&z=14

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.64042047699234%2C-121.91637421210511&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.64042047699234%2C-121.91637421210511&z=14
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Map 3. Contemporary Map/Road Map 

 

Google. (n.d.). [Tolt/Carnation]. Retrieved September 30, 2024, from https://maps.app.goo.gl/JtNEVwoMKTgGBrk58

https://maps.app.goo.gl/JtNEVwoMKTgGBrk58
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Map 4. Satellite Map 

 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, GIS & Tribal Resource Project | ENR Department (2024) 
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Activity 3 (Grade 3) 

The Origin of the Tolt River  

Directions: Read the following information on the history of the Tolt River, then work with your group 

members to complete the short answer questions below. 

This traditional story is from a book made in 1929. The spellings in this text of the Snoqualmie people's 
language, Lushootseed, are outdated and not accurate to today's standards. Speaking Lushootseed 

takes practice. Do your best to pronounce what you can! 

Vocabulary 

Term Definition Example Sentence 

decided 
(verb) 

To make up your mind about something. I decided to eat an apple for lunch. 

thought 
(verb) 

To think about something in your mind. I thought about what I wanted to do  
after school. 

moving 
(verb) 

To go from one place to another. The car was moving down the street. 

camped 

(verb) 

To stay in a tent or other temporary shelter. We camped in the forest for a week. 

melted 

(verb) 

To change from a solid to a liquid. The ice cream melted in the sun. 

The Origin of the Tolt River 

The Wolf people lived on a big, snowy mountain called Daqo’bit. They were really good at 

hunting. Every time a Wolf person went hunting, they brought back an elk. 

Two Wolf people turned to humankind. They had five sons who grew up to be hunters just like 
their dads. 
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The five brothers went hunting, but they didn't find as many elk as their dads did. The oldest brother 
thought, “What should we do?” He decided they needed to move. He told his brothers, “We're going  

to find a new place to live. I'll show you the way.” 

They moved to a new place, but it wasn't good. They couldn't find any elk. The oldest brother said,  
“Let's keep moving. This place isn't good.” 

They found another place to live. They said, “If this place is good, we'll stay here.” They went hunting, 
but they only found a few elk. The oldest brother said, “We need to move again!” 

The five brothers moved again. This time, they camped at qʷalbc, a place where a ladder used to 

reach the sky. They hunted from qʷalbc to the valley where the Tolt River now flows. They were 
pleased with this place.  

The next day, they went hunting. They only found elk. They thought, “This is a good place to stay. 
We find many elk.” The next day, they hunted and killed lots of elk. They were happy and thought 

this would be a good home. 

The parents of the hunters were getting old and couldn't see very well. The oldest son said, “This is 
a good place for old people. There's lots of food for them.” 

The brothers said, “Let's build something here.” The oldest brother said, “I think we should make a 
river out of elk tallow [fat].” 

They melted the elk tallow to make the river. The oldest brother said, “Lets us pour this and see if it 

will flow down and turn to water.”  

They looked at what they had made. It was a river! They were happy. They named it Txwoda’tctLib, 

which means “elk tallow.” But later, they changed the name to tultxʷ, which is what we call the 
river today. 

“The Origin of the Tolt River” Puget Sound Mythology written by Arthur Ballard in 1929 

Story related by Snoqualmi Charlie (Snoqualmie Origin)  
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Short Answer Questions 

1. Where did the Wolf people originally live? 

2. What did the five brothers think about the place where they found lots of elk? 

3. Why did the oldest brother think the place with lots of elk was good for the parents? 
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Activity 3 (Grade 4 and 5) 

The Origin of the Tolt River  

Directions: Read the following information on the history of the Tolt River, then work with your 

group members to complete the short answer questions below. This traditional story is from a book 
made in 1929. The spellings in this text of the Snoqualmie people's language, Lushootseed, are 

outdated and not accurate to today's standards. Speaking Lushootseed takes practice. Do your best 
to pronounce what you can! 

The Origin of the Tolt River 

The Wolf people lived on the slopes of Daqo’bit, the great snow mountain. They were famous 

hunters and every time one went out for game he brought in an elk. A pair of Wolf people turned 
to humankind. They begat children, five sons, who grew up to be hunters like their fathers. 

The young men, grown up and become persons, went out to hunt, but they did not kill so many 
elk as before. The eldest brother reflected and asked himself, “What shall we do now?” Then he 

thought, “We must move now.” So he said to the brother, “We shall move: we shall go this way as 
I direct, and when we find a good mountain we shall stay there.”  

They moved and made a new camp, but the place was not a good one, they found no elk. On the 

next day the eldest brother said, “There is nothing here: we shall move and seek another place.” 
They found another place to camp. Said they, “If this place is good we shall remain here.” On the 

next day they hunted. They found a few elk, but not enough to meet their desires. The eldest brother 
again said, “We shall move again.” So the five brothers moved. 

This time they made their camp at qʷalbc where the ladder once reached from the sky. They hunted 
from qʷalbc to the valley where the Tolt River now flows. They were pleased with the place. 

Next day they hunted. They found nothing but elk. “This is a good place to stay,” they thought. 

“We find many elk.” Next day they hunted. They killed great numbers of elk, and all they wanted. 
They thought this place would make a good home. 

The parents of the hunters were now old and going blind. The eldest son said, “This is a good place 
for the old people: there is food for them.” “We shall live here now. Let us build something,” said the 

others. Said the eldest, “I think we shall make a river from elk’s tallow.”  
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So they began to melt tallow of elk to make the river. The eldest brother said, “Let us pour this and 
see if it will flow down the ravine and turn to water.” Now they began to look and see what manner 

of work they had wrought. It was a river and they thought it good. 

Now they gave it a name: they called it Txwoda’tctub, elk’s tallow. But later they gave to the river 
the name, tultxʷ. Which it bears now.  

“The Origin of the Tolt River” Puget Sound Mythology written by Arthur Ballard in 1929 

Story related by Snoqualmi Charlie (Snoqualmie Origin) 

Short Answer Questions 

1. Where did the Wolf people originally live? 

2. What did the five brothers think about the place where the Tolt River now flows? 

3. Why did the five brothers decide to build a river? 
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