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GRADE 3–5 | SOCIAL STUDIES AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Station: Mt. Si 
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Station Checklist 

 Activity 1. Learn how to say qʷalbc—Mt. Si in Lushootseed. 

 Activity 2. Identify and label key features of qʷalbc—Mt. Si using the blank 

map in your Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet. 

 Activity 3. Read about what happened at qʷalbc—Mt. Si in the creation 

story “Moon the Transformer” and discuss the importance of this place 

with your group. 

 Activity 4 (Extension Activity). qʷalbc—Mt. Si Landscape Collage 
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Activity 1  

Lushootseed  

Directions: 

1. Link to the Lushootseed. Using the station laptop, open the following link: 
https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/ 

2. Play the Audio. Listen to how to say qʷalbc—Mt. Si in Lushootseed.  

3. Repeat. With your group members, repeat how to say qʷalbc. 

4. Practice. Play the audio again and practice three more times with your group. 

 

https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/
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Activity 2 

Mapping qʷalbc—Mt. Si 

Directions: Complete the following steps using the maps at this station and the blank student map in the 

Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet. 

Step 1. Identify and Label 

Identify and label qʷalbc—Mt. Si on your blank map and write down the name in Lushootseed and English.  

Step 2. Draw Physical Features 
Using a physical map of the Snoqualmie Valley, draw the physical features of qʷalbc—Mt. Si.  

(Optional) for Grades 4–5. Use a topographical map to label both the elevation and physical features  
of the area. 

Step 3. Add Contemporary Details 

Use Google Maps or a road map to identify and label current roads and places near qʷalbc—Mt. Si on 
your map. 
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Map 1. Valley of the Snoqualmie 
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Map 2. Physical Map 

 

Google. (n.d.). [Mt. Si]. Retrieved September 30, 2024, from https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-
ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.49385191138006%2C-121.75465785510823&z=13 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.49385191138006%2C-121.75465785510823&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.49385191138006%2C-121.75465785510823&z=13
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Map 3. Contemporary Map/Road Map 

 

Google. (n.d.). [Mt. Si]. Retrieved from https://maps.app.goo.gl/u1DCFq2Y4kjJSfnn8

https://maps.app.goo.gl/u1DCFq2Y4kjJSfnn8
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Map 4. Satellite Map 

 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, GIS & Tribal Resource Project | ENR Department (2024) 
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Activity 3 

Moon the Transformer 

Directions: Review excerpt from “Moon the Transformer” below and talk with your group members 

about the importance of Mt. Si to the Snoqualmie people.  

This part of the Snoqualmie creation narrative is from a book made in 1929. The spellings of the 

Snoqualmie People's language, Lushootseed, in this text are outdated and are not accurate to today's 
standards. Speaking Lushootseed takes practice. Do your best to pronounce what you can! 

“Now the two sisters had gone out to dig roots upon the prairie and there they had been taken up 

into the sky. Their parents did not know where they had gone and were grieving for them all this 
time. All the while they had been gathering the various bird people, the best doctors they could find. 
These continued to dance and sing: Bluejay, Squirrel and others, trying with their spirit power to find 

the sisters, but none could find them because their spirit helpers were not strong enough. Most of 
the doctors had given up the task and gone home, but a few were left, dancing and singing, when the 

women reached the ground.  

The following excerpt is sourced from the “Moon the Transformer” story of the anthropological text, 
Mythology of Southern Puget Sound by Arthur Ballard, published in 1929 by the University of 

Washington Press. While this story was sourced from Snoqualmie People, the Lushootseed spellings 
are not accurate to contemporary spelling standards.  

Then the news spread that the two sisters, daughters of (Suwabƛ̓u and Tupalʔtxʷ) Suwa'bLko and 
Tupa'ltxw, had come from the sky. As the news was spread the people gathered. The two sisters 

made the ladder into a swing yiʔduʔad and caused it to swing back and forth. Suwa'bLko called the 
people back that they might have sport and enjoy themselves swinging on the ladder his daughters 

had made. So the people gathered to celebrate the homecoming of the two women and have sport 
on the swing.  

From daʔšədabš/Rattlesnake ridge to qʷalbc/Mt Si. (Footprint to Camping Place), a half day's journey, 

they swung. At daʔšədabs one would spring and at qʷalbc he would alight. The latter place is north of 
the river and from there one can see the bay. The white people call it Mount Si. The former place is 
south of the river. It is called Rattlesnake Mountain by the white people.” 
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Activity 4  

qʷalbc—Mt. Si Landscape Collage  

Directions: Create a collage using various materials to capture different aspects of qʷalbc—Mt. Si, 

such as its forests, wildlife, sky, and trails. 

Materials Needed 

 Cardboard or large sheet of  

construction paper 

 Old magazines 

 Small tiles, stones, and sticks 

 Glue (a glue stick or white glue) 

 Scissors 

 Markers or paint 

 Optional: cotton balls or blue tissue paper 
Steps 

1. Gather Your Materials  
Collect all the materials you need. Make sure you have a good mix of magazine images and natural 

items like stones and sticks. 

2. Plan Your Collage  

Think about the different parts of Mt. Si—its forests, wildlife, sky, and trails. 
On your cardboard or paper, lightly sketch where each part will go. Think about the layout and 

how you want to organize your materials. 

3. Cut and Prepare Materials 

Use scissors to cut out images from the magazines that match the themes of your collage. Look 
for pictures of trees, animals, clouds, and other natural elements. 

Prepare your natural materials. Arrange your stones, tiles, and sticks to fit into your planned layout. 

4. Assemble Your Collage 
Start gluing your materials onto the cardboard, beginning at the bottom with the trail or forest 

floor and working your way up to the sky. 

5. Add Details and Textures 

Once your main elements are down, add details with markers or paint. You might draw 
additional leaves, animal details, or decorate the sky. 

6. Share  
Share your collage with your group. Tell them about how your collage represents qʷalbc—Mt. Si.  
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