GRADE 3-5 | SOCIAL STUDIES AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Station: Marymoor/Bear Creek
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Station Checklist

v" Activity 1. Learn how to say xubal—Marymoor/Bear Creek in Lushootseed.

Practice saying this place name three times with your group members.

v Activity 2. Identify and label key features of xubal—Marymoor/Bear Creek

using the blank map in your Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet.

v Activity 3. What’s happening at Bear Creek?

v" Activity 4 (Optional). Archaeology Burke Museum Box

O
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Activity 1
Lushootseed

Directions:

1. Link to the Lushootseed. Using the station laptop, open the following link:

https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/

2. Play the Audio. Listen to how to say Xubal—Marymoor/Bear Creek in Lushootseed.
3. Repeat. With your group members, repeat how to say xubal.

4. Practice. Play the audio again and practice three more times with your group.

xubal

Bear Creek

b o

00:00 ¢ —e
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https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/

Activity 2
Mapping xubal—Marymoor/Bear Creek

Directions: Complete the following steps using the maps at this station and the blank student map

in the Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet.

Step 1. Identify and Label
Identify and label Xxubal—Marymoor/Bear Creek on your blank student map and write down the name in

Lushootseed and English.

Step 2. Draw Physical Features

Using a physical map of the Snoqualmie Valley, draw the physical features of xubal—Marymoor/

Bear Creek.
Map Key:
AN @ N
Mountain; Lake River/creek
Forest

Valley

(Optional) for Grades 4-5. Use a topographical map to label both the elevation and physical features
of the area.

Step 3. Add Contemporary Details

Use Google Maps or a road map to identify and label current roads and places near xubal—

Marymoor/Bear Creek on your map.

O
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Map 1. Valley of the Snoqualmie
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Map 2. Physical Map
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Map 3. Contemporary Map/Road Map
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Map 4. Satellite Map
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Activity 3 (Grade 3)
What's Happening at Bear Creek?

Welcome to Bear Creek!

A long time ago, during the Ice Age, Bear Creek was under a huge ice sheet. After the ice melted
over 16,000 years ago, the land around Bear Creek changed and the first people settled there.
This place is called the Bear Creek Site, where archeologists (someone who explores places where
old things are buried to learn about history) found tools and bones from salmon that show us how

people lived in this place thousands of years ago.

In 2008, during a project to improve the habitat around Bear Creek, archaeologists discovered
these tools and bones that were 10,000 to 8,000 years old. These things tell us that people hunted
fish and animals here a long, long time ago—even before your great-great-grandparents were born!
This was a wonderful discovery because before this, no one had found anything older than 9,000

years in this area.

These findings help us understand the early people who lived here and how they used the local
resources to make tools. The types of tools they found show that these people knew a lot about the
materials around them and chose the best rocks for different tools, like scrapers and long-lasting

spear points.

Bear Creek helps us see how people have lived in this place and shows us how everything changes

over time, even rivers and lakes! Bear Creek is a special window into the past!

Discuss the following questions with your group
What did archaeologists find at Bear Creek?

How did they find these things?

Why is Bear Creek special?
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Activity 3 (Grade 4-5)

What's happening at Bear Creek?

Who Were the Earliest Peoples Here?

vidence of the ancestors of the local Tribes, who

have lived in the Puget Sound Lowlands from time
immemorial, is provided in their oral history. The
archaeaological record provides additional material
evidence of these peaple, but the clues—artifacts, the
remains of former dwellings and campfires, and the traces
of past hunting, fishing, and gathering—remain elusive,
cansldering how much we have altered the landscape
over the past century. The farther back in time we look
for these clues, the more difficult they are to find and
interpret. Before the Bear Creek Site was studied, no
archaeological evidence older than about 9,000 years in
age had been found in the Puget Sound lowlands. The
Bear Creek site pushes back the known archaeclogical
record of this region by several thousand years.

Initial Discovery

he Bear Creak site was identified In 2008 during

an archaeclogical survey that was part of the City
of Redmond's Lower Bear Creek habitat restoration
project—a routine part of the environmental permitting
process. Stone tools were found assoclated with a
buried peat layer dating to between about 10,000
and 8,000 years ago. The City of Redmond authorized
a larger archaeological dig at the site in 2009, where
it became clear that the artifacts were found deeper
than the peat, and therefore were alder than 10,000
years. Although several fragments of projectile points
were shaped differently than the usual spear, arrow,

= !
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5 inch Seraper
Biface

Projectile Point
Examples of stone tools found at the Bear Creek Site.

Data recovery excavations af the Bear Creek Site.

and dart points typically found in the region, the artifacts
and the kinds of rock they were made from are similar in
many ways to those used by Native Americans at other
archaealogical sites nearby that date to the past 5,000 years.

Data Recovery

ecause construction of the new habitat restoration
Bchannelmuld not avold damaging at least a portion
of the Bear Creek Site, the City consulted with the
Muckleshoot, Snogualmie, Stillaguamish, and Tulalip
Tribes and several county, state, and federal agencies. As
a result, the City authorized archaeological excavation
In the portion of the site that could not be avolded
where, in the summer of 2013, archaeclogists, other
sclentists, and Tribal participants conducted a much maore
extensive excavation. The habitat restoration project
was completed shortly after the end of archaeological
excavation, and much of the site |s left presarved.

Results

wide range of material was collected from the site,
Aaﬁerlng insight on toals and subtle details about the
emvironment at the end of the lce Age. The collection tells
us which stone tools were made and used at the site. The
different layers of soil at the site, as well as microscopic
pollen, diatoms (single-celled organisms that leave behind
their silica shells), and charred plant remains reflect a much
higher water level of Lake Sammamish and a shoreline much
closer to the Bear Creek Site than today. Salmon were living
in these waters, as indicated by a salmon bone found in

the more deeply buried layers of the site. The protein
residues left on one stone tools suggest an even wider
range of animals were harvested over 10,000 years
ago—not just fish but a variety of land mammals. The
stone tools themselves reflect a familiarity with the
landscape—which kinds of rocks readily available from
the local landscape were best for certain kinds of tools,
such as scrapers and expedient cutting edges, and which
kinds of rocks needed to be brought from farther away to
make tools requiring longer use-lives, such as projectile
paints tipping spears and darts. Although few in number,
the projectile points found at the Bear Creek site are
similar to others found in sites along much of the Pacific
Coast and the interior west of the Rocky Mountains
dating to between about 13,500 and 10,000 years ago.
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Other early sites in Washington and their chronological
relationship to the Bear Creek Site.
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r" CORDILLERAN  Canada
u&? USA
Xlaelinghem |CE SHEET L. .
For Additional Information:
o rc Si
e Spokans Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture [ ] [ ]
§ . University of Washington, Box 353010
iy Washington Seattle, WA 98195
E www.burkemuseum.org - -
phone: 206.543.7307
email: theburke@uw.edu D
— ee
i 1nl[(|inrr|elers
Washington State Department of Archaeclogy &
The extent of the Cordilleran ice sheet in Washingfon Historic Preservation
during the height of the last glaciation. PO Box 48343
Olympia, WA 98504-8343 Th e Bear
'oday, lower Bear Creek quietly meanders www.dahp.wa.gov Cl’ee k S Ite an d
between the Redmond Town Center mall phone: 360.586-3065

Redmond’s First
Inhabitants

and busy SR 520. For most of the 20* century

until quite recently, the creek was channelized. King County Historic Preservation Program

Before this, lower Bear Creek periodically changed 201 5. Jackson 5t.

its course, merging with the Sammamish River Suite 700
Seattle, WA 98104

at various points over thousands of years. This T T T A s e e T e e

landscape changed most drastically just after i (s R e B e e e [ ST
the end of the ice age, when the large ice sheet phone: 206.477.0384

that created Puget Sound retreated northward, email: jennifer. meisner@kingcounty.gov
exposing present-day Redmond, over 16,000

years ago. During the subsequent millennia Native Redmond Historical Society

Americans settled this now ice-free land. Near 16600 NE 80th Street Room 106

the confluence of Bear Creek, the Sammamish Redmond, WA 98052-3977

www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
Phone: 425.885.2919
Email: info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org

River, and the outlet of Lake Sammamish, is the
Bear Creek Site—the earliest direct evidence
of people living in Western Washington,
between about 12,500 and 10,000 years ago.

Salmon bone
found at the
Bear Creek
Site with stone
tools in a layer
dating to over

SWCA

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

10,000 years A i Seattle, Washington

ago.

Group Discussion Questions:  What discoveries were made at Bear Creek? How were these discoveries made?

What makes Bear Creek a significant archaeological site?
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Activity 4 (Optional)
Archaeology Burke Museum Box

Objective: Learn to carefully observe and understand artifacts.

Materials Needed
v Archaeology Burke Box artifacts
v’ Observation sheets

v Pencils

Steps
1. Choose an Artifact

Select one artifact from the Burke Box at a time. Look, but don’t touch.

2. Observe

Look closely at the artifact. Notice its size, shape, color, texture, and any marks or designs.

3. Draw the Artifact

Draw the artifact on your observation sheet. Try to capture all the details you see.

4. Note Observations:
Write down your observations about the artifact. Include guesses about what it might have been

used for and why it was important.

5. Repeat
Place the first artifact back carefully and repeat steps 1-4 with the next artifact. Aim to explore 3-5

artifacts during your station time.

Remember

v Handle each artifact with care to preserve its history.

v Think like an archaeologist. Be curious and detailed in your observations.
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Archaeology Artifact Observation Sheet

Student Name:

Date:

Artifact #1
Drawing (Use this space to draw the artifact with as much detail as you can.)

Observations

v’ Size (Is it small, medium, or large?)

v' Shape (What shape does it resemble?)
v' Color (Describe the colors you see.)

v’ Texture (Is it smooth, rough, shiny, etc.?)

v’ Guess its use (What do you think it was used for?)
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Artifact #2
Drawing (Use this space to draw the artifact with as much detail as you can.)

Observations

v’ Size (Is it small, medium, or large?)

v' Shape (What shape does it resemble?)
v' Color (Describe the colors you see.)

v' Texture (Is it smooth, rough, shiny, etc.?)

v Guess its use (What do you think it was used for?)
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Artifact #3
Drawing (Use this space to draw the artifact with as much detail as you can.)

Observations

v’ Size (Is it small, medium, or large?)

v' Shape (What shape does it resemble?)

v' Color (Describe the colors you see.)

v' Texture (Is it smooth, rough, shiny, etc.?)

v Guess its use (What do you think it was used for?)

Reflection

What do each of these artifacts tell us about history?
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