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GRADE 3–5 | SOCIAL STUDIES AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Station: Lake Sammamish 
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Station Checklist 

 Activity 1. Learn how to say sqʷawx ̌xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish in Lushootseed.  

 Activity 2. Listen to the sounds of sqʷawx ̌xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish. What 
sounds do you hear? Discuss with your group members.   

 Activity 3. Identify and label key features of sqʷawx ̌xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish 
using the blank map in your Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet.  

 Activity 4 (Extension Activity). Discuss key questions about travel routes 
shown on the Map of sqʷawx ̌xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish.  
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Activity 1  

Lushootseed  

Directions: 

1. Link to Lushootseed. Using the station laptop, open the following link: 
https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/ 

2. Play the Audio. Listen to how to say sqʷawx ̌x̌ačuʔ—Lake Sammamish in Lushootseed.  

3. Repeat. With your group members, repeat how to say sqʷawx̌ x̌ačuʔ. 

4. Practice. Play the audio again and practice three more times with your group. 

 

https://culture.snoqualmietribeweb.us/place-names-in-lushootseed/
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Activity 2  

Sounds of sqʷawx ̌xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish 

Directions: Using the station laptop, listen to the sounds of sqʷawx̌ x̌ačuʔ—Lake Sammamish. Record in 

your student packet what you hear and how these sounds make you feel.  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3ba8f130b08341c8991678421bc61167 

 

  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3ba8f130b08341c8991678421bc61167
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Activity 3  

Mapping sqʷawx ̌xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish  

Directions: Complete the following steps using the maps at this station and the blank student map in the 

Snoqualmie Stations Student Packet: 

Step 1. Identify and Label 

Identify and label Lake Sammamish on your blank student map and write down the name in 
Lushootseed and English.  

Step 2. Draw Physical Features 

Using a physical map of the Snoqualmie Valley, draw the physical features of Lake Sammamish.  

 

(Optional) for Grades 4–5. Use a topographical map to label both the elevation and physical features  
of the area. 

Step 3. Add Contemporary Details 
Use Google Maps or a road map to identify and label current roads and places near Lake Sammamish  

on your map.
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Map 1. Valley of the Snoqualmie 
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Map 2. Physical Map with Lushootseed Place Names 

 

Google. (n.d.). [Lake Sammamish]. Retrieved September 30, 2024, from https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-
ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.610802535357124%2C-122.09328333331067&z=13 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.610802535357124%2C-122.09328333331067&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1PZVCx1mV1PD8on-ePf5aopjbdOmWhi4&ll=47.610802535357124%2C-122.09328333331067&z=13
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Map 3. Contemporary Map/Road Map 

 

Google. (n.d.). [Lake Sammamish]. Retrieved September 30, 2024, from https://maps.app.goo.gl/XrD3s7fgYWgFRVdV8

https://maps.app.goo.gl/XrD3s7fgYWgFRVdV8
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Map 4. Satellite Map

 

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, GIS & Tribal Resource Project | ENR Department (2024)
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Activity 4  

Map of sqʷawx ̌xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish 

Background: The original highways of this region were the rivers and lakes that interwove all the people 

of this region together. People traveled every year to visit relatives in other villages and Tribes and to 
hunt and gather different types of foods and medicines in the salt water or mountains. Starting at 
sqʷawx̌ x̌ačuʔ—Lake Sammamish, the Sammamish River was used to get to Lake Washington and out to 

the Puget Sound.  

Directions: Examine the map of sqʷawx̌ xǎčuʔ—Lake Sammamish with your group members. Discuss 
each of the following questions and be prepared to share your ideas with the whole class.  

1. What is the largest body of water shown on the map? 

2. Can you find the Sammamish River on the map? Where does it lead? 

3. What are the colored lines on the map? What might they represent? 

4. How many village sites are marked on the map? 

5. Why do you think the village sites are located where they are? 
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